6. DOWNTOWN

VISION

In 2030, Downtown Chico is the heart of the community and the center of cu
activity. Engaging and active at the street level, it is a rstdtiy, mixeduse hub, with
specialty retail, restaurants, residences, services, entertainmentyianaindi cultural
uses. Downtown Chico serves as both a visitor destination and a community
with activities that attract heavy pedestrian traffic. Downtown is walkatta
supportiveparkingfacilities, and new development is designed with the pedesand
bicyclist in mind. North and South Downtown each has its own distinct
complementary character.

INTRODUCTION

The Downtown Element focuses on supporting and expanding the vitality and enhancement
of Downtown Chico as the Cityds central |[core.

Established in 1860, Downtown Chico represents the historic foundation of the community.
Located on the original town gridowntown is a vibrant, compact, urban district with &
diverse mixture of historic and modern structures. The area is approxineatdpcks long
and five blocks wide, bordered on the east and west by residential neighborhoods, tol the
south by Little Chico Creek, and to the north by Big Chico Creek and the CSU Chico
campus.The character of North Downtown is distinct from that in Sdddwntown, and
they are each considered adiBtricts of DowntownFigure DT-1 delineates the boundaries
of Downtown Chico.

Downtown is the social, cultural, and entertainment core of the City with a mix of retai
service, civic, office, and residentiages. Buildings include muisitory, mixed-use structures
that contribute toa lively pedestrian environment. Downtown is cherished by local residents

and visitors for its public art, unique shops, public open spaces, local farmers markets,| and
events sue asparades and festivals.

Historically, policies associated with Downtown Chigo
have been integrated into several different elements offt
General Plan. Because Bowntowrd $mportant role in ] :
making Chico a successful and sustainable community,
City has created a separate element to address key i
associated with Downtown. Since this element is fofSes
specific subarea of the City, it addresses many of the
issues of the General Plan such as land use, circul
and open space, as found other elements, but with §
specific focus on Downtown. Where appropriate, Gro

references are provided to alert the reader to the applic
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policies or actions in other elements

6-2 Chico Genera Plan
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ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS

This Element addressé®y issuegelatedto Downtownthat were identified and evaluated by
the DowntownAd Hoc Committee and the larger community as parthef General Plan
Update including: mixeduse development, the character of South Downtown, circulation
and traffic calming, placemaking, w& i ndi ng, and Downtownos
Chico. Policy guidance is found in the goals, policies, and actions section of this element.
An explanation of specialized terms can be found in the General Plan Gl0&ppandix

A).

DOWNTOWN VISION ILLU STRATION AND
CONCEPTS

The Downtown Element addresses key issues through its goals, policies and abtions.
addition, thekey issues informed development of the Downtown Vision lllustrgffogure
DT-2) andcorresponding/ision Conceptghat, when conseted together, represe@hicad s
future vision for Downtown asreevolving,vibrant, mixeduse urbanneighborhood

DOWNTOWN VISION ILLUSTRATION

The Downtown Vision lllustration Figure DT-2) is meant to inspire development that
advances t h e siono fam Downtowy Otisrouglv iimagesnd conceptual
development pattesnwhich are based othe Vision Concepts, Land Use Diagram, and
General Plan policiesThe Downtown Visionllustrationis not a master plan orspecific
blueprint br future developmenhor does the illustratiomandate any parcel or sgpecific
development solution. Rather, the Visilthustrationis intended tdelp the reader visualize
the developmertypes,patterns, and overalitensity anticipated fothe future of Downtown.

DowNTOWN VISION CONCEPTS

Concept #1: Downtown Intensification

The Ci ttyagcomnpodatrure jobs and housing growth in a compact and sustainable
development pattern relies on infill and redevelopment. Downigvenkey opportunity for
higher densit and intensity of development giveits s

employment, services, transit, education,
amenities

Concept #2: South Downtown District

South Downtown(south of 6th Street) has significar
redeelopment potential due to existing parcel and build
sizes. The district could benefit from developing a stron
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sense of place and fromn extesion of the pedestriaroriented character of North
Downtown.Future development in South Downtowill includehigher densitymulti-story,
and mixedusebuildingswith public open spaces aparking on the interioof lotsto create

a pedestriadfiriendly environment South Downtown will transition smoothly to North
Downtown by way of architectural design, demnent standards, streetscape
improvements, and permitted uses for a more unified and vibrant Downtown. Comme
service and autoriented uses in South Downtown will be managetint@ uses that could
detract fronthe pedestriatoriented character @owntown.

Concept #3: Mixed -Use Development

Chico residentslesirea more livable andhixeduseDowntown where residents can walk to
shopping, commercial services, and recreational amenities addition of moreesidential
and office uses in Downtowwill provide a24-hourmarket for commercial successlethods,
such asincentives for new mixedse developmenand public/private partnerships, are
intended to promota greatemix of uses in Downtown.

Concept #4: Pedestrian Activity

Pedestrian activityand connectivity is essential to the success o
Downtown Chico.The existingstreet grid patterrn;olored crosswalks,
bulbouts, and street furniture will be preserved, expanded and furth
enhanedwith additionalamenities such as sidewalk dinjragt, slade,
and seating. Additional open space areas that are clean and we
maintained will provide small refuges and gathering places on corng
and block interiors. #blic parkingin the Downtown will be easy to find
and will facilitate pedestrian access e tcentral core.

‘ “;#-*--.1\1\”\\\ Concept #6: Preservation of Historic Buildings

Concept #5: Development Transition at Neighborhood Edges

While Downtownis envisioned taontinuegrowing as an intensive mixeeuse center, it is
important to protect adjacent residential neighborhoods frotential negative influence
caused by increased density and land use intensity. The Downtown Vision lllustra
(Figure DT- 2) and the Downtown Land Use Diagraffigure DT-3) call for a transition in

| development intensityin areas adjacent toexisting residential
neighborhood

e T

Engagingthe public in the identification, preservation, and celebratio
of cultural and historic resources in Downtovaelps maintain the
communi ty dadue ferhtlaemureqde characterand historical
integrity of the areaThe City supports the preservation and adaptiv
reuse of historidouildingsin order to develop these unique structura
assets obowntownto their highest and best use

cial

er

erS

[ion

1%

Chico General Plan

6-5




6. DOWNTOWN

6-6

Concept #7: Integrated Parking Structures

A standalone parking strdare is not conducive to a quality pedestrian environment;
therefore, Bw parking structures will be ringed primarily with groundfloor commercial
suites or otherwise integrated into larggaxed-use developmergrojects.

Concept #8: Parking Access and Management

Maintaining an adequaggarkingsupply is integral to supportingvwbrantdowntown.Future
parking options will include modern, safe, convenient, and identifiable street, surface,
underground, and structured parking throughout Downtown.

Concept #9: Traffic Calming

While Downtownrelies onadequate traffiz’olume andflow to maintain its vitality traffic
should not disturb the pedestrian experienbewntown streets will be designed and
improved with consideration foslowing the speed of vehiclesupportingnonvehicular
modes of trael, accommodang parking andproviding a safe pedestrian environment.

Concept #10: Relationship with California State University, Chico

CSU Chico blends into the commercial and residential fabric
Downtown due tats proximity. The vitality of Downtown isclosely
tedt o t he Uni v er s istudedts facplty,pand stafffi g
Collaboration between the University and the Qity projects, such agls
improving pedestrian anddicycle connections to the Universijtys
critical to achieving the Downtown Vision

Concept #11: Open Space Protection and Enhancement

As Downtown matures and urbanizes,s important to enhancand |©
maintain public access tpen spaces, creeks, parks, and plazas.

Concept #12:Downtown as a Key Transportation Hub

Chicobébs Downtown 1is served by 5
converging on the Downtown Transit CenteRowntown is and will continue to be an
important link in Citywide and regional circulation for albdes otransportabn.

Concept #13: Downtown as the Cultural and
Civic Community Core

As Chico has grown, the role of Downtown h;
diversified. In addition to its traditional role as
commercial center, Downtown is also thedbpointfor
local governmentalaffairs and cultural eventsfor the |
community. While striving to enhance the economigs
viability of Downtown, it is important to maintaiis
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central role in cultural and civic activities such m@sisic, art, public meetingsparades,
outdoor markets, and festivals

Concept #14: Enhance Downtown Gateways, Landmarks , and Wayfinding

The network of highvolume streets,someoneway, combined with aging and incomplete
signage can make navigatingand finding key destinations and parking owntown
difficult. As a solutiona newwayfindingsystem with creativeignage and landmarksique
to Downtown will be developed thelp residents and visitors navigate the arkad
destinations and convenient parking, accentuate Downtown gateway® strehgthen the
sense of placandidentity of Downtown

6-7
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