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Attached are charts and maps that show the raw & analyzed numbers, and geographic distribution of Part I 
Crimes for 2006 as compared to the previous six years.  These numbers reflect reported crimes only, and are 
therefore dependent on the public’s willingness to notify our department and/or file a report.  Homicide, Rape, 
Robbery, and Assault comprise “Crimes Against Persons”.  Burglary, Larceny, and Auto Thefts comprise 
“Crimes Against Property”.  Also included is a map of alcohol related crimes.   Homicides are not included in 
some discussions below as the numbers are too low to allow reasonable % calculations.  Please refer to the raw 
numbers for homicide comparisons. 
 
After a drop in 2005, Chico has experienced another increase (3%) in the total number of Part I Crimes (Charts 
1 & 2), but has not reached the peak level set in 2004.  When analyzed on a per population basis, the increase 
reverses to a 4% decrease (Charts 3 & 4).  Since 2004, total Part I Crimes per population (Chart 3) in Chico 
have exceeded the national average.  Although the 2006 national data is not yet available, the dramatic 
decrease seen will possibly drop Chico below the national average for 2006.  This observation must be 
discussed in more detail.  Although “Crimes Against Property” decreased in 2006 (still level with the national 
average for 2005, Charts 9-12), “Crimes Against Persons” (Charts 5-8) increased dramatically, even on a per 
population basis which is approaching the national average for 2005. As with last year, the ongoing annexations 
of county jurisdiction into the city means the population figure used for these calculations is not extremely 
accurate for the entire year period.   
 
Looking at each crime type individually, it is significant to note that we have new record highs in several 
categories:  Rape, Robbery, Assault, and Larceny.  It is also worthy to note that the downward trend in auto 
thefts continued in 2006.  We can also see that Chico still exceeds the 2005 national average in rapes, 
burglaries, and auto thefts.  It is interesting to note that although auto thefts per population have decreased 
since 2003/2004 (in large part due to increased population), they still remain above the national average.  In 
summary, the increases in rapes, robberies, and assaults are alarming and further discussion is recommended 
to evaluate the causes for these increases. 
 
2006 Part I Crime statistics were compared 2000 statistics (Charts 17 & 18).  Assaults, Rapes, and Burglaries 
show the most significant increases at 105%, 97%, & 96% respectively (68%, 61%, & 60% on the per population 
analysis).  Not only is this alarming because two of these top crime types are violent crimes, but when compared 
to the estimated population increase of 34.5%, these numbers are obviously out of proportion. 
 
Looking specifically at 2006 statistics (Chart 19), the largest portion of our crime “pie” is still Larceny.  Burglary & 
Auto Theft follow and, when combined with Larceny, make up over 90% of our reported crimes.  Since 1999, 
this breakdown has varied only a few percent annually.  A new chart (Chart 20) has been included to examine 
the more general classification of “Crimes Against Persons” and “Crimes Against Property”.  This helps put the 
discussion above (2nd paragraph) in context with Total Part I Crimes. 
 
Geographically, the ongoing propensity for most crimes to cluster in the areas with a high student population is 
still present, however the “spreading out” trend for Rapes, Robberies, and Auto Thefts is even more pronounced 
than in previous years (Maps 1-12).  These cluster areas are informally known as the “South Campus” (including 
the downtown area) and “North Campus” areas.  Excluding Homicide which is statistically not relevant, most 
crime types still show a relatively higher density in these areas as compared to the remaining area of Chico.  I 
have also included a map of all alcohol-related arrests/citations in Chico during 2006.  This map shows the 
continued concentration of alcohol related incidents as in previous years in the “South Campus” and downtown 
areas.   A comparison of the Alcohol Related Crimes Map and the Assaults Map still shows a moderately close 
geographic relationship.   
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In summary, Chico experienced a slight increase in total Part I Crimes during 2006, but still below the record set 
in 2004.  The drop in property crimes was more than offset by a dramatic increase in violent crimes (Crimes 
Against Persons).  On a per population basis the numbers show an overall decrease in total Part I Crimes, but 
the increase in violent crimes is still alarming.  Rapes, robberies, and assaults increased dramatically while 
burglaries and larcenies showed a slight increase.  Auto thefts continue to decrease.  Burglaries remained 
essentially unchanged.  The geographic distribution of Part I Crimes continues, as in previous years, to be 
mostly concentrated in the areas closer to the university and downtown but is also showing a slightly wider 
spread throughout the city. 
 
 
 
 
Robert Woodward 
Crime Analyst 
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Chart 1 - Total Part I Crimes By Year
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Chart 2 - % Change Total Part I Crimes By Year
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Chart 3 - Total Part I Crimes Per Population By Year
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Chart 4 - % Change Total Part I Crimes Per Population By Year 
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Chart 5 - Part I Crimes Against Persons By Year
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2006 Alcohol Related Crimes
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Drunk in Public - 1065

DUI-Misdo - 582

Liquor-MIP - 155

DUI-Felony - 16

Liquor-Open Container - 13

Liquor-Other - 9
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DUI-Bike - 3

Other Criminal Offenses - 2

Other Vehicle Code Violations - 1
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