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1st Quarter 2010 PART I CRIMES REPORT FOR THE CITY OF CHICO               
 

CHICO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
Attached are charts and maps that show the raw & analyzed numbers, and geographic distribution of Part I 
Crimes for the 1st quarter of 2010 as compared to the previous quarter and to 1st quarters of the previous nine 
years.  This is a departure from previous quarterly reports and is intended to provide a longer term view of crime 
trends in Chico.  All subsequent reports will include this ten year period.   
 
These numbers reflect reported crimes only, and are therefore dependent on the public’s willingness to notify 
our department and/or file a report.  Homicide, Rape, Robbery, and Assault comprise “Crimes Against Persons”.  
Burglary, Larceny, and Auto Thefts comprise “Crimes Against Property”.  Homicides are not included in some 
discussions below as the numbers are too low to allow reasonable “% Change” calculations.  Please refer to the 
raw numbers for homicide comparisons. 
 
Relative to previous 1st Quarters for the last nine years, the 1st Quarter of 2010 showed average numbers for 
Rapes, Burglaries, and Larcenies.  The 25 Robberies this quarter were a dramatic increase (56%) from last 
year’s 1st Quarter, but still below the all time high of 29 in 2002.  Yet this number represents a dramatic 
decrease (-39%) from the previous quarter (4th Quarter of 2009).  Rapes, Aggravated Assaults, and Auto Thefts 
decreased when compared to the 1st Quarter of 2009.  Laptops and other portable electronic devices continue to 
be the most common targets for residential burglaries with large screen TVs showing an increase in popularity 
amongst many burglars.  Larcenies and Auto Thefts continued to show a downward trend. 
 
When this quarter is compared to the previous quarter (4th Quarter 2009), some of the crime categories show a 
different direction or degree of change.  Most notably, Rapes increased dramatically while Robberies and 
Aggravated Assaults decreased significantly. 
 
The per population analysis shows very similar trends to the raw numbers, as discussed above. 
 
Analysis of individual crimes on a quarterly basis for the 1st quarter of 2009 and all other quarters for the 
previous nine years are included for a more detailed view.  In addition, maps for each crime type follow the chart 
for that specific crime.  Geographic distribution is similar to that we have seen in the past with a slightly higher 
concentration of crimes occurring just south or just north of the Chico State University campus, and including the 
downtown area.  A variation to this common theme is the distribution of Rapes and Robberies for this quarter.  
Rapes showed a more dispersed distribution within the city limits.  Robberies did show the expected 
concentration in the north and south campus areas but also showed an unusual cluster in the north part of town 
in the Cohasset Rd / Pillsbury / East Ave area. 
 
 
 
Robert Woodward 
Crime Analyst 
Chico Police Department 
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