BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION
MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 26, 2009

1. CALL TO ORDER
1.1 Reoll Call

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Emmerich at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chamber.

Commissioners Present: Lisa Emmerich, Acting Chair
Richard Ober
Stephen Lucas
Jamison Watts
Aaron Skaggs
Jane Turney
Mary Brentwood

Staff Members Present: Dennis Beardsley, General Services Director
Alicia M. Rock, Assistant City Attorney
Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager
Linda Herman, Administrative Analyst
Ruben Martinez, Operation and Maintenance Director
Lise Smith-Peters, Volunteer Coordinator
Jessica Erdahl, Park Ranger
Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant

1.2 Introduction of New Commission Members

General Services Director Beardsley introduced the new Commissioners Watts,
Skaggs, Turney and Brentwood and staff members present as listed above.

1.3 Election of Chair and Vice Chair

COMMISSIONER OBER NOMINATED LISA EMMERICH AS CHAIR. COMMISSIONER
LUCAS SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 7-0

COMMISSIONER BRENTWOOD NOMINATED JAMISON WATTS AS VICE-CHAIR.
COMMISSIONER TURNEY SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 7-0.

1.4 Special Recognition
Volunteer Coordinator Smith-Peters recognized work done by Park Watch volunteers
and gave certificates of appreciation to Phyllis Lindley, Gene McKinsey, Carla
Moreno and Fred Sherman. Certificates will also be given to John Copeland, Larry

Jackson and Jane McCullogh, who were not able to attend the meeting.

1.5 Public Comments None
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2.

CONSENT AGENDA

2.1

2.2

Approval of Minutes from Meeting of December 15, 2008

Approval of Public Event Permit Application for Park Use from Ensemble
Theatre of Chico - Shakespeare in the Park in June 2009 - City Plaza

COMMISSIONER LUCAS MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.
COMMISSIONER OBER SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 7-0.

3.

4.

NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS None

REGULAR AGENDA

4.1

4.2

4.3

Items Removed from Consent Agenda None
Discussion Regarding Commission Committee Structure and Assignments

Commissioners discussed the current seven committees, the issues each addressed,
and possible changes to update the structure. They agreed to form the following five
committees for 2009:

. Natural Resource Committee to oversee issues on vegetation and from the
former Preservation/Stream Committee and the Trail/Safety Committee.

. Volunteer Committee

. Tree Committee

. Policy Advisory Committee to oversee issues on finance, art and safety,
formerly the Master Management Plan Committee.

. Bike Advisory Committee, which is a City Committee that seats two
representatives from BPPC

General Services Director Beardsley will put together descriptions of the above
committees and send them to Commissioners before the February meeting so that
each can decide on which Committees they would like to serve on.

Discussion Concerning the Status on the Biennial Work Plan

This item was to make the Commission familiar with the Bidwell Park and
Playground Commission (BPPC) Work Plan approved by Council for 2007 and 2008.
Council has asked for a status report by the end of February giving an update on
efforts made to implement the goals and policies within the Plan. That report will be
reviewed by Council and will then serve as a basis for developing the 2009-2010
Work Plan. Commissioner Ober suggested the one of the newly formed committees
could discuss the new goals for 2009-10 work plan.

From the Public: None
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5.  REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

5.1 Director’s Report

a.  Freezing of prant funds - Due to State budget crisis, some grant funding has
been suspended temporarily. This is affecting other departments in the City as
well. For the Park Division, the project to install a permanent restroom on the
north side of Sycamore Pool in the One Mile Recreation Area has been put on
hold, as well as the City being able to enter into any no new contracts for grant
projects.

b.  Verbena Fields Restoration Project Update - This project is 3/4 done and will
proceed to completion, with possible reimbursement from State.

c.  Wind Chime Project Update - This Wind chime project has been scheduled for
installation in Humboldt Park along Highway 99. As part of the environmental
review, a sound analysis is to be conducted with notification of the date and
time to go out to neighbors.

From the Public:

Tom Haithcock asked if the sound analysis was to check for decibel levels
allowed in the Chico Municipal Code or is to see if neighbors would like to
have the chimes there. General Services Director Beardsley said it was first to
meet the Code requirements and also to see if neighbors were OK with it there.

d. Council Actions - Disc Golf Update.

On January 6, Council adopted Option C to allow the 18-hole course at the
present site in Upper Bidwell Park off of Hwy. 32. Per Council’s direction, a
nonprofit organization is to take responsibility for the site through a contract,
such as is given to the Chico Equestrian Association and other leasees who use
the Park. Such a lease/management agreement would come before the BPPC.
City staff is working with Cal Trans regarding access from Highway 32. Work
to improve the course would be the responsibility of the lease holder.

There are now several candidate sites for a potential short course, some of which
are located in Bidwell Park. Discussion of those sites will be held at a meeting
at the CARD facility on February 4.

From the public:

Tom Haithcock asked if the Council decided to close and relocate the 9-hole
short course on Hwy 32, why are plans now to develop a 18-hole course
somewhere in Chico. General Services Director Beardsley said it is still being
discussed. Mr. Haithcock asked about the formal rule for CARD meeting with
others and 1is it a noticed meeting? General Services Director Beardsley said
there has been an informal working group trying to find a common ground
before going to a regular Internal Affairs Committee meeting.
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John Merz said that there appears to be a formal endorsement of disc golf
activity at the Hwy 32 site and therefore the BPPC/City is responsible for
management of the site and should not assume someone else will take it over.
He believes the BPPC should develop an implementation plan to develop and
address the mitigation measures for the Hwy 32 site.

Commissioner Turney stated that she believes that a plan to post signs or other
measures are needed to prohibit the use of the course during wet weather.

Chair Emmerich asked that new Commissioners receive copies of the Bidwell
Park Master Management Plan Environmental Impact Report and mitigation
measures concerning disc golf, and that the BPPC be notified and kept informed
of all that is going on concerning this issue.

5.2 Park Crews/Rangers Report Received and filed.

5.3 Urban Forest Manager/Street Trees Report
Urban Forest Britton said funding of the grant for the tree inventory project is
suspended, but she can keep one intern working for another eight weeks. The interns
have made good progress on the inventory. The Heritage Tree Program will come to
BPPC for review soon. Three maintenance districts have been turned over to Cal
Trans. She is working with Cal Water on water conservation measures on City parks
and public landscaping.

5.4 Volunteer Coordinator Report Received and filed.
5.5 Correspondence None

6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR None

7. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 to the next regular meeting of February 23, 2009 at 7:00
p.m. in Council Chambers.

APPROVED:
, MW g/ /50
ice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant Daté g /
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BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION
MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 2009

1. CALL TO ORDER
1.1 Roll Call

Commissioners Present

Staff Members Present:

1.2 Special Recognition

Lisa Emmerich, Chair
Richard Ober
Stephen Lucas
Jamison Watts

Aaron Skaggs

Jane Tumey

Mary Brentwood

Dennis Beardsley, General Services Director
Alicia M. Rock, Assistant City Attormey
Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager
Linda Herman, Management Analyst

Janice Heckerson Administrative Assistant

a. Susan Mason, of Friends of Bidwell Park, received the certificate of
recognition for the group who has done over 8,000 work hours in the Park
plus thousands of hours doing research, dispersing information, attending
meeting, and other related matters.

b. Life Scout Cody Miller and Troop 32 received a certificate of recognition
for 115 hours work installing a split rail fence.

1.3 Public Comments None

2. CONSENT AGENDA

2.1  Approval of minutes from Meeting of January 26, 2009

2.2 Approval of Application and Permit for Park Use for North Valley Start!
Heart Walk to be Held in Lower Bidwell Park on September 26, 2009

2.3 Approval of Application and Permit for Park Use for the Skyway House
Fundraiser to be Held at the One-Mile Recreation Picnic Area in Bidwell

Park on May 30, 2009

COMMISSIONER OBER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.
COMMISSIONER BRENTWOOD SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 7-0.
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T ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. to the next regular meeting on July 27, 2009 at
6:30 in Council Chambers.

APPROVED:

anice Heckerson
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