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Chapter 12R.10

RESERVATION OF FACILITIES IN CITY PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Section:
12R.10.010 Purpose.
12R.10.020 Findings.
12R.10.030 Designation of park and playground areas as exclusive use areas.
12R.10.040 Approval of the reservation of park facilities by the park director.
12R.10.050 Applications for the reservation of park facilities which may be

approved by the park director.
12R.10.060 Action on applications for the reservation of park facilities which

may be approved by the park director.
12R.10.070 Approval of the reservation of park facilities by the Bidwell Park

and Playground commission.
12R.10.080 Applications for the reservation of park facilities which must be

approved by the Bidwell Park and Playground commission.
12R.10.090 Action on applications for the reservation of park facilities which

must be approved by the Bidwell Park and Playground commission.
12R.10.100 Park reservation fees.
12R.10.110 Liability insurance.
12R.10.120 Notice of the reservation of park facilities.
12R.10.130 Interference with persons occupying and using reserved park

facilities.

12R.10.010 Purpose.
This chapter is adopted pursuant to Chapter 12.16 of this code in order to authorize

and establish a procedure for reserving facilities within the city's parks and playgrounds for
the exclusive use of a person or group of persons requesting reservation of same.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.020 Findings.
The Bidwell Park and Playground commission finds as follows:

A. That the reservation of facilities within the city's parks and playgrounds for the
exclusive use of a person or group of persons is appropriate and should be permitted
in those situations where the exclusive use of the reserved facilities would not
unreasonably interfere with the right of the general public to the use and enjoyment of
the city's parks and playgrounds;

B. That in establishing procedures to be followed by persons seeking to reserve city park
and playground facilities for their exclusive use, it would be proper to delegate to the
park director authority to approve such reservations in those cases in which the
facilities to be reserved are within that portion of the city's parks and playgrounds
previously determined by the commission to be particularly suitable for such use and
where the reserved facilities are to be used for a period of time not exceeding ten
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hours in length, all in the manner hereinafter provided by this chapter; and
C. That in establishing the procedures to be followed by persons seeking to reserve city

park and playground facilities for their exclusive use, it would also be proper for the
commission to retain the exclusive right to approve such reservations in those cases in
which the facilities to be reserved are not located within that portion of the city's parks
and playgrounds previously determined by the commission to be particularly suitable
for such use and/or where the reserved facilities will be used for a period of time which
does exceed ten hours in length, provided that the commission also finds, in each such
case, that reservation of such facilities is in the public interest and will not
unreasonably interfere with the general public's use and enjoyment of the city's parks
and playgrounds

(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.030 Designation of park and playground areas as exclusive use areas.
A. Initial Designation of Exclusive Use Areas. For purposes of this chapter, the following

portions of Bidwell Park, as more particularly delineated in Exhibits “A” through “E”
attached to this chapter, are initially designated as exclusive use areas:
1. The group picnic area within the One-Mile Dam Recreation Area;
2. The Birthday Ring within the Caper Acres Playground Area;
3. The group picnic area within the Cedar Grove Area;
4. The meadow within the Cedar Grove Area;
5. The portion of the Five-Mile Dam Recreation Area southeast of the

pedestrian/bicycle bridge.
B. Additional Designation of Exclusive Use Areas. Whenever a new park or playground

is acquired by the city or whenever there is a substantial change in the character or use
of an existing city park or playground, the Bidwell Park and Playground commission
shall designate a portion of such park or playground as an exclusive use area whenever
the commission finds that such designation would be in the public interest.

(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.040 Approval of the reservation of park facilities by the park director.
The park director is authorized to approve the reservation of city park and playground

facilities for the exclusive use of a person or a group of persons where such facilities are
located within that portion of a city park or playground designated as an exclusive use
area and where the use of the facilities will not exceed ten hours in length.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.050 Applications for the reservation of park facilities which may be 
approved by the park director.

Applications for the reservation of city park and playground facilities which are
located within that portion of a city park or playground designated as an exclusive use
area and which request exclusive use of such facilities for a period of time not exceeding
ten hours in length shall be made at the office of the park director at least two days prior
to the date such reservation is to be in effect. Such applications shall describe the city park
and playground facilities to be reserved, shall set forth the dates and times such facilities
are sought to be reserved, and shall otherwise be in the form and include such other
information as may be required by the park director. In addition, such applications 
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shall be accompanied by an application fee in an amount determined by the Bidwell Park
and Playground commission and approved by resolution of the city council based on the
estimated administrative costs incurred by the city for processing such applications.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.060 Action on applications for the reservation of park facilities which may 
be approved by the park director.

Upon receipt of an application for the reservation of city park and playground facilities
which are located within that portion of a city park or playground designated as an
exclusive use area and which requests the exclusive use of such facilities for a period of
time not exceeding ten hours in length, the park director shall approve the application and
make the reservation unless the director finds that the city park and playground facilities
sought to be reserved have already been reserved pursuant to another application filed
prior in time, that the reservation of such facilities will conflict with a public event
conducted under a permit issued in the manner provided for by Chapter 12R.08 of this
title where the application for such event was also filed prior in time, or where the
reservation of such facilities will conflict with construction or maintenance of work
previously scheduled to take place in or around the facility sought to be reserved.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.070 Approval of the reservation of park facilities by the Bidwell Park and 
Playground commission.

The Bidwell Park and Playground commission shall have exclusive authority to
approve the reservation of city park and playground facilities for the exclusive use of a
person or group of persons where such facilities are located within any portion of a city
park or playground not designated as an exclusive use area and/or where the use of such
facilities will exceed ten hours in length.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.080 Applications for the reservation of park facilities which must be 
approved by the Bidwell Park and Playground commission.

Applications for the reservation of city park and playground facilities which are
located within any portion of a city park or playground not designated as an exclusive use
area and/or which request the exclusive use of such facilities for a period of time which
exceeds ten hours in length shall be filed in the office of the park director at least 35 days
prior to the date such reservation is to be in effect. Such applications shall be in writing,
shall describe the city park and playground facilities sought to be reserved, shall set forth
the date and times such facilities are sought to be reserved, and shall otherwise be in the
form and contain such other information as may be required by the park director. In
addition, such applications shall be accompanied by an application fee in an amount
established by resolution of the Bidwell Park and Playground commission and approved by
resolution of the city council based on the estimated administrative costs incurred by the
city for processing such application.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))
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12R.10.090 Action on applications for the reservation of park facilities which must
be approved by the Bidwell Park and Playground commission.

Upon the filing of an application for the reservation of city park and playground
facilities which are located within any portion of a city park or playground not designated
as an exclusive use area and/or which requests the exclusive use of a reserved area for a
period of time exceeding ten hours in length, the Bidwell Park and Playground
commission shall consider the application at its first regular or adjourned regular meeting
after the tenth day following the filing of the application. Thereafter, the Bidwell Park and
Playground commission may approve the application and authorize the reservation if the
commission determines that exclusive use of the park and playground facilities sought by
the applicant at the place, on the date and at the time set forth in the application is in the
public interest and will not unreasonably interfere with the general public's use and
enjoyment of the city's parks and playgrounds.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.100 Park reservation fees.
Incident to and as a condition of the approval of an application for the reservation of

city park and playground facilities for the exclusive use of a person or group of persons,
the applicant for such reservation shall pay to the city a park reservation fee in an amount
established by resolution of the Bidwell Park and Playground commission and approved by
resolution of the city council based on a fair share of that part of the overall cost of
operating and maintaining the city's parks and playgrounds reasonably attributable to the
applicant's use of such facilities pursuant to such authorization.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.110 Liability insurance.
Incident to and as a condition of the approval of an application for the reservation of

city park and playground facilities for the exclusive use of a group of persons which
number 100 persons or more, the applicant shall obtain comprehensive general liability
insurance from an insurance company licensed to do business in the state of California and
having a financial rating in Best's Insurance Guide of at least “B,” which provides
insurance coverage against liabilities for any death, personal injuries or property damage
arising out of or in any way connected with the use of such facilities.

Such insurance shall be in a form approved by the city's risk manager, shall name the
city and the city's officers, employees and agents as additional insureds under the coverage
afforded, shall be primary with respect to any other insurance available to city and shall
include a severability of interest (cross-liability) clause. In the case of an application for
reservation of city park and playground facilities located within a portion of a city park or
playground designated as an exclusive use area and which requests exclusive use of such
facilities for a period of time not exceeding ten hours in length, such insurance shall be in
an amount of at least $1,000,000.00 combined single limit. However, in the case of an
application for the reservation of city park and playground facilities which are not located
in that portion of a city park or playground designated as an exclusive use area and/or
which requests exclusive use of such facilities for a period of time exceeding ten hours in
length, such insurance shall be in an amount related to the city's likely exposure to risks
arising out of the exclusive use of such facilities as determined by the Bidwell Park and
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Playground commission based on the recommendations of the city's risk manager, but in
no event shall such insurance be in an amount less than $1,000,000.00.

Proof of such insurance in a form approved by the city's risk manager shall be filed in
the office of the city's park director prior to undertaking the use of the reserved facilities
and shall be maintained in full force and effect at all times throughout the use of the
reserved facilities.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.120 Notice of the reservation of park facilities.
Where the reservation of city park and playground facilities has been approved by

either the park director or the Bidwell Park and Playground commission in the manner
provided by this chapter, the park director shall provide the applicant for such reservation
with a written authorization to reserve park facilities which describes the facilities to be
reserved as well as the date and times such facilities are reserved. In addition, at least 24
hours prior to the time the reservation is to be in effect, the park director shall endeavor to
cause a notice to be posted at or near the site of the reserved facilities which advises the
general public of the date and times such facilities are reserved, as well as the name of the
person or organization for which such facilities are reserved.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))

12R.10.130 Interference with persons occupying and using reserved park facilities.
No person shall knowingly impede, hamper or interfere with any other person

occupying and using city park and playground facilities where such other person is entitled
to the exclusive use of such facilities pursuant to a reservation of park facilities approved
either by the park director or the Bidwell Park and Playground commission in the manner
provided by this chapter, or is part of a group of persons entitled to the exclusive use of
such facilities pursuant to the reservation of city park facilities approved either by the park
director or the Bidwell Park and Playground commission in the manner provided by this
chapter.
(Res. No. 153 92-93 §4 (part))
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Chapter 12R.16

CAPER ACRES PLAYGROUND AREA - BIDWELL PARK

Section:
12R.16.010 Violation of rules - Additional penalty - Violator subject to removal.
12R.16.020 Age limitation.
12R.16.030 Days and hours of operation.
12R.16.040 Closure.
12R.16.050 School activities - Prior notice required.
12R.16.060 Playing on fences and gates - Prohibited.
12R.16.070 Smoking  - Prohibited.

12R.16.010 Violation of rules - Additional penalty - Violator subject to removal.
Violation of the rules of this chapter shall, in addition to other penalties provided by law,

subject the violator to removal from the Caper Acres playground area upon order of the park
director or by any authorized employee or officer of the city. Persons refusing to remove
themselves upon such order shall be in violation of this section. Removal, if ordered, includes
exclusion from such area for a 24-hour period.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))

12R.16.020 Age limitation.
Persons 13 years of age and older shall not enter Caper Acres playground area, except

when accompanying a child of less than 13 years of age.
(Res.  No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))

12R.16.030 Days and hours of operation.
The Caper Acres playground area shall be open daily, except Monday, from 9:00 a.m. to

9:00 p.m. during the months of May, June, July, August and September, and from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. the remainder of the year. If Monday falls on a holiday, the area shall be open on that
day, but closed the Tuesday immediately following. No person shall be allowed inside of the
Caper Acres playground area while it is closed.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))

12R.16.040 Closure.
The park director may close the Caper Acres playground area any time that the park

director feels it is necessary for the protection of public property or public safety.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part), Res. No. 02 03-04)

12R.16.050 School activities - Prior notice required.
Caper Acres playground area may be used for activities organized and supervised by a

public or private school only when such school has given the park director reasonable prior 
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notice of the date and time of such activity.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))

12R.16.060 Playing on fences and gates - Prohibited.
No person shall play about or climb upon any of the fences or gates surrounding Caper

Acres playground area, nor shall any person play upon or make any other use of the bridge at
the entrance to Caper Acres playground area other than for the purpose of entering or leaving
Caper Acres playground area. No person shall enter or be in, for any purpose, the planting
areas adjacent to the entrance to Caper Acres playground areas, including the moat area. No
person shall play with, or otherwise move, the wooden gate which is a part of the decor of the
entrance to Caper Acres playground area.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))

12R.16.070 Smoking - Prohibited.
No person shall smoke inside of the Caper Acres Playground.

(Res. No. 19 93-94 §3 (part))
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Chapter 12R.17

HUMBOLDT NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

Section:
12R.17.010 Violation of rules - Additional penalties -Violator subject to

removal.
12R.17.020 Days and hours of operation.
12R.17.030 Closure.
12R.17.040 Safety.
12R.17.050 Uses.
12R.17.060 Amplified sounds prohibited.
12R.17.070 Smoking - Prohibited.
12R.17.080 Tagging, graffiti and defacing.

12R.17.010 Violation of rules - Additional penalties - Violator subject to removal.
Any person who violates the rules of this chapter shall, in addition to other penalties

provided by law, be subject  to removal from the Humboldt Neighborhood Park upon
order of the park director or any authorized employee or officer of the city. Failure to
leave the park when ordered to do so is a violation of this section.  Removal, if ordered,
includes exclusion from such area for a 24-hour period.
(Res. Nos. 121 98-99)

12R.17.020 Days and hours of operation.
The Humboldt Neighborhood Park skateboard track shall be open daily at 8:00 a.m. to

5:30 p.m. during January, 6:00 p.m. during February, 6:30 p.m. during March, 8:00 p.m.
during April, 8:30 p.m. during May, 9:00 p.m. during June and July, 8:30 p.m. during
August, 7:30 p.m. during September, 7:00 p.m. during October, 5:00 p.m. during
November and December. No person shall be on the skateboard track area while it is
closed. 
(Res. Nos. 121 98-99 and 39 99-00)

12R.17.030 Closure.
The park director may close the Humboldt Neighborhood Park skateboard track

whenever the director determines that such closure is necessary for the protection of
public property or public safety.
(Res. No. 121 98-99)

12R.17.040 Safety.
Every person using the skateboard track shall wear a helmet, wrist supports, elbow

pads and knee pads at all times. No food or drink are allowed within the skateboard track
surface area.  Additional obstacles or other materials (ramps, jumps or lights) may not be
brought into the skateboard track by any person at any time. 
(Res. No. 121 98-99)
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12R.17.050 Uses.
Only persons using skates and skateboards are allowed on the track. Bicycles are not

allowed within the skateboard track.
(Res. No. 121 98-99)

12R.17.060 Amplified sounds prohibited.
Amplified sound is not permitted in the Humboldt Neighborhood Park. No person

shall wear any headset or earplugs while skating.
(Res. No. 121 98-99)

12R.17.070 Smoking - Prohibited.
No person shall light matches or smoke cigars, pipes, cigarettes or any other smoking

device in Humboldt Neighborhood Park.
(Res. No. 121 98-99)

12R.17.080 Tagging, graffiti and defacing.
Tagging, graffiti and or any other form of defacing park property is not permitted.

(Res. No. 121 98-99)
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Chapter 12R.20

SWIMMING POOLS AND SWIMMING AREAS - BIDWELL PARK

Section:
12R.20.010 Definitions - Swimming pool or area.
12R.20.020 Violation of rules - Additional penalty - Violator subject to removal.
12R.20.030 Proper swimming attire.
12R.20.040 Sycamore Pool - Use restrictions.
12R.20.050 Obedience to lifeguard - Required.
12R.20.060 Skating in pool areas - Prohibited.
12R.20.070 Running and scuffling - Prohibited.
12R.20.080 Loitering or playing on bridges or spillways - Prohibited.
12R.20.090 Picnicking - Restricted to established areas.
12R.20.100 Bathing by diseased persons - Prohibited.

12R.20.010 Definitions - Swimming pool or area.
The terms “swimming pool” or “swimming area” in Bidwell Park include not only the

established swimming facilities at Sycamore Pool and Hooker Oak swimming areas, but
also includes all portions of Big Chico Creek commonly used for swimming, bathing, or
otherwise playing in the waters thereof. 
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.020 Violation of rules Additional penalty - Violator subject to removal.
Violation of the provisions of this chapter shall, in addition to other penalties provided

by law, subject the violator to removal from the swimming pools and areas in Bidwell Park
by order of any lifeguard on duty, the park director or any authorized employee or officer
of the city. Persons refusing to so remove themselves upon such order shall be in violation
of this section. Removal, if ordered, includes exclusion from park pools or swimming
areas for a 24-hour period.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.030 Proper swimming attire.
Swim trunks, swim suits, teeshirts and cutoffs that do not extend below the knee shall

be considered proper swimming attire for any person swimming in any established
swimming pool or swimming area in Bidwell Park.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.040 Sycamore Pool - Use restrictions.
No person shall enter Sycamore Pool in Bidwell Park while it is empty or being

emptied, or while it is being filled, except where the water has attained a depth of at least
2 feet. Entrance shall be limited to the ladders and steps until the pool is completely filled.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.050 Obedience to lifeguard - Required.
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No person shall disobey or resist any lawful order of any employed lifeguard on duty
at the Sycamore Pool or the Hooker Oak swimming areas.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.060 Skating in pool areas - Prohibited.
Persons on skates and skateboards shall be prohibited from skating on any swimming

pool deck or swimming area deck or on any sidewalk adjacent to a swimming pool deck
or swimming area deck.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.070 Running and scuffling - Prohibited.
No person using any swimming pool or swimming area in Bidwell Park shall

participate in running or scuffling of any kind.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.080 Loitering and playing on bridges or spillways - Prohibited.
No person shall loiter, play, sit on, dive or jump from any bridge or spillway facility

located at or near a swimming pool or area in Bidwell Park.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.090 Picnicking - Restricted to established areas.
Picnicking shall be permitted in established picnic areas only.

(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))

12R.20.100 Bathing by diseased persons - Prohibited.
No person afflicted with any contagious or infectious disease or bearing any open cut

or skin infections shall enter the waters of any creek or bathing area, in any park in the
city.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §4 (part))
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Chapter 12R.32

VEHICLE USE IN PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Section:
12R.32.010 Vehicle code and Title 10 CMC applicable.
12R.32.020 Maximum speed limit - Adoption of lesser speed limits authorized.
12R.32.030 Commercial vehicles - Prohibited - Exception - Permit required.
12R.32.040 Use of roads required - Exceptions.
12R.32.050 Vehicles in parks after closing hours - Prohibited - Exception.
12R.32.060 Blocking of entrances and exits to bike paths and trails - Prohibited.
12R.32.070 South Park Drive - One-way traffic.
12R.32.080 Vehicle parking in Upper Park.

12R.32.010 Vehicle code and Title 10 CMC applicable.
The provisions of the Vehicle Code of the state of California and of Title 10 Vehicles

and Traffic of this code are applicable to all roads in Bidwell Park which are open to the
public for vehicular traffic, whether paved or unpaved, to the same extent that they would
be so applicable in the absence of this rule.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))

12R.32.020 Maximum speed limit - Adoption of lesser speed limits authorized.
No person shall operate or drive any vehicle within any park or playground within the

city at a greater speed than twenty-five miles per hour. Whenever it appears appropriate,
reasonable and necessary, this maximum speed limit may be reduced on any park road, or
portion thereof, pursuant to the provisions of and in the manner provided by the Vehicle
Code.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))

12R.32.030 Commercial vehicles - Prohibited - Exception - Permit required.
No person shall operate commercial vehicles, either motorized or horse-drawn,

including, but not limited to, delivery cars, trucks, trailers and wagons, while engaged in
the performance of a business or occupation, over any road in or through or across any
park or playground or any part thereof, in the city, without first having obtained a permit
therefor in writing from the Bidwell Park and Playground commission except in the
following cases:
A. Passenger vehicles for hire, other than those engaged in park tours;
B. Delivery vehicles delivering merchandise and supplies to concession operators lawfully

engaged in operating concessions in any park under permit or contract with the
Bidwell Park and Playground commission;

C. Vehicles delivering merchandise, supplies and equipment to the Bidwell Golf Course in
Bidwell Park.

 (Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))
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12R.32.040 Use of roads required - Exceptions.
Motor vehicles operated in any park or playground in the city shall be operated only

upon:
A. Paved or gravel surfaced roads which are not closed to use by the public for vehicular

traffic;
B. Dirt or unimproved roads marked or otherwise designated for vehicular traffic;
C. Paved, graveled or otherwise designated picnic or parking areas with operation limited

in such areas to parking and ingress to and egress from such areas for picnic or
parking purposes;

D. Other areas designated in written permit issued by the park director.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))

12R.32.050 Vehicles in parks after closing hours - Prohibited - Exception.
A. No owner, operator or person in control of any motorized vehicle shall permit any

such vehicle to remain in any city park during the hours when such park, or any area
thereof, has been designated as closed, either permanently or temporarily, to vehicular
traffic.

B. This section shall not apply to vehicles delivering merchandise, supplies and equipment
to the Bidwell Golf Course in Upper Bidwell Park.

(Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))

12R.32.060 Blocking of entrances and exits to bike paths and trails - Prohibited.
No vehicle shall block the entrance to or exit from any bike path or trail located in any

park or playground.
(Res. No. 19 93-94 §7 (part))

12R.32.070 South Park Drive - One-way traffic.
All motor vehicle and bicycle traffic on South Park Drive shall be restricted to one-

way traffic in the direction going from west to east. This restriction shall be construed to
include bicycle traffic on that portion of South Park Drive which is closed to motor
vehicles.
(Res. No. 124 93-94 §2)

12R.32.080 Vehicle parking - Off road parking - Prohibited - Exception.
A. Vehicle parking in city parks and playgrounds shall be permitted only within those

areas specifically designated and marked as parking areas.
B. No person shall park and leave unattended any vehicle in violation of an official sign

prohibiting the stopping or parking of vehicles and giving notice that such vehicle may
be removed.

C. Vehicles left unattended in any city park or playground, except in specifically
designated parking areas, for seventy-two (72) hours may be removed by the city. 
Removal and storage costs shall be charged to and paid by the owner prior to release
of the vehicle.

D. This section shall not apply to individuals who have received written permission from
the park director to park in non-designated parking areas in any city park or
playground.

(Res. 105 01-02 §1)
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TITLE 12R FOOTNOTES

1. This title was initiated by Resolution 1 75-76 of the playground commission, passed April
26, 1976, approved by the city council May 4, 1976, as Resolution 132 75-76, and repealed
and replaced in its entirety by Resolution 19 93-94. For additional provisions concerning
municipal parks and park regulations, see Title 12 of this code.




