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4 TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
C h i c o  s t r i v e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m

t h a t  s e r v e s  b i c y c l i s t s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n s  a s  w e l l  a s  m o t o r
v e h i c l e s .   T h e  o r i g i n a l  g r i d  l a y o u t  p r o v i d e d  s t r e e t
c o n n e c t i o n s  l i n k i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w i t h  w o r k  p l a c e s .   A s
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  g r o w n ,  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  s h o p p i n g  a r e a s ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t i o n s  h a v e
n o t  a l w a y s  s e r v e d  r e s i d e n t s '  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s ,  s o  t h e
G e n e r a l  P l a n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  n e w  r o u t e s  i n  p a r t i a l l y  d e v e l o p e d
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  A r e a ,  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c a p a c i t y  a n d
e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  T h e  P l a n  a l s o  p r o v i d e s
w a y s  t o  r e d u c e  a u t o - d e p e n d e n c e  b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  u s e  o f
alternate modes of travel.

C h i c o ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t w o
s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  o n e  e a c h  r u n n i n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  a n d  e a s t - w e s t ,
a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s  p r o v i d i n g  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l
a c c e s s .   S i x t y  p e r c e n t  o f  C h i c o  r e s i d e n t s  w o r k  a n d  r e s i d e  i n
t h e  C h i c o  C i t y  l i m i t s  ( s e e  T a b l e  4 - 1 ) .   M o b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e
C i t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  g o o d  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  c o m m u t e  t i m e  t o
work of  14 minutes  (see Table 4-2) .   This  is  in  part  a  resul t
o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  c o m p a c t  f o r m  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a m e n i t i e s
( e . g . ,  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  m e d i c a l
f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e s )  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s .   T h i s
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c o m p a c t  u r b a n  f o r m  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  l a n d
u s e s  m i n i m i z e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l o n g  t r i p s  t o  w o r k  o r  o t h e r
destinations.

TABLE 4-1
WORKERS' COMMUTING PATTERNS, 1990

Percent of Workers

Place of Work Chico City Butte County

Chico City 66.1 40.9

Other Butte County 26.7 50.8

Outside Butte County 7.0 8.2

Out of State 0.2 0.2

Total 100.0 100.0
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Total Workers 18,085 69,561

Note:  For total civilian and military workers 16 years and
over.  Excludes those with jobs but not working (for
example ill or on vacation).

Source:  U.S. Census, 1990.
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RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E l e m e n t  r e s p o n d s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  " a  c i r c u l a t i o n  e l e m e n t
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  a n d
p r o p o s e d  m a j o r  t h o r o u g h f a r e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s ,
t e r m i n a l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a l l
correlated with the land use element of the plan."

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER GENERAL PLAN ELEMENTS

T h e  L a n d  U s e  E l e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  p o l i c i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
p h y s i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n
s y s t e m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e
A i r p o r t  e n v i r o n s .   T h e  C o m m u n i t y  D e s i g n  E l e m e n t
a d d r e s s e s  l a n d s c a p i n g  a l o n g  m a j o r  s t r e e t s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  f o r
n e w  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  e n s u r e  s t r e e t  c o n n e c t i v i t y .   I t  a l s o
a d d r e s s e s  h o w  t o  c r e a t e  p e d e s t r i a n - f r i e n d l y  e n v i r o n m e n t s
a n d  d e s i g n  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  m o d e s .   T h e  N o i s e  E l e m e n t  i n c l u d e s
policies to alleviate noise generated by traffic.

RELATIONSHIP TO MASTER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

D e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
conditions is in Chapter

5 of the Master Environmental Assessment.
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TABLE 4-2  
COMPARISON OF COMMUTE TRIP LENGTH IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, 1990

Area
Average Commute Trip
Duration (in minutes)

Total Workers
(16 years and over)

Chico Citya 14.0 18,085

Greater Chico
Areaa

15.0 34,961

Butte Countya 23.4 69,561

El Dorado Countyb 24.6 57,547

Placer Countyb 22.9 81,522

Sacramento
Countyb

21.1 482,321

Stockton Citya 20.0 77,487

Sutter Countyb 16.7 26,137

Yolo Countyb 17.5 64,555

Yuba Countyb 19.6 20,689

a  1990 Census of Population and Housing, Population: 
Transportation to and Place of Work, State
   Census Data Center.

b Household Travel Survey Report #1, Sacramento Area Council of
Governments, December 1992.

C h i c o  i s  t r u l y  a  m u l t i - m o d a l  c i t y .   T h e  1 9 9 0  c e n s u s
s h o w s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  m e t h o d  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o
w o r k  i s  t h e  s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t - v e h i c l e ,  w i t h  7 4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e
C h i c o  U r b a n  A r e a  w o r k  f o r c e  d r i v i n g  a l o n e ,  n i n e  p e r c e n t  c a r
p o o l  o r  v a n  p o o l ,  o n e  p e r c e n t  t a k e  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
s e v e n  p e r c e n t  b i k e ,  o n e  p e r c e n t  m o t o r c y c l e ,  f o u r  p e r c e n t
w a l k ,  a n d  f o u r  p e r c e n t  e i t h e r  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e
a b o v e  o r  w o r k  a t  h o m e .   T h e s e  p e r c e n t a g e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  h i g h
degree  o f  b i cyc le  use  and  wa lk ing  to  work  by  s tuden t s  o f  t he
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h i c o  ( C S U C )  a n d  B u t t e
College.
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With in  Ci ty  l imi t s ,  the  number  o f  peop le  commut ing  to
w o r k  i n  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t - v e h i c l e s
i n c r e a s e s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  c o m m u t i n g  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  C h i c o
U r b a n  A r e a .   I n  f a c t ,  t h e  1 9 9 0  c e n s u s  s h o w s  t h a t  6 9  p e r c e n t
o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  w o r k  f o r c e  a r e  d r i v i n g  a l o n e ,  a n d  s e v e n  p e r c e n t
c a r  p o o l  o r  v a n  p o o l ,  t w o  p e r c e n t  t a k e  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
t e n  p e r c e n t  b i k e ,  o n e  p e r c e n t  m o t o r c y c l e ,  f o u r  p e r c e n t  w a l k ,
a n d  f i v e  p e r c e n t  e i t h e r  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a b o v e  o r
work at home.

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E l e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e s  p o l i c i e s  t o
p r o v i d e  a  m u l t i - m o d a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  m e e t i n g  t h e
n e e d s  o f  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  a n d  b i c y c l i s t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a u t o m o b i l e s
a n d  t r u c k s .   A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  s t r e e t s  a n d  b i c y c l e
rou t e s  fo r  t he  P l ann ing  Area  i s  p roposed ,  a s  we l l  a s  l eve l  o f
service standards for automobiles and bicycles.  

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E l e m e n t  i s  c l o s e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h
the Land Use Element to ensure that: 

< Alternatives to automobile trips are encouraged by promoting a
c o m p a c t  u r b a n  f o r m  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d
amenities closer to where residents live.  

< Trip-lengths are kept to a minimum by promoting mixed-use
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  D o w n t o w n  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c o r e s ,
t r a n s i t - s e r v e d  c o r r i d o r s  a n d  o f f i c e  a r e a s ,  a n d
c l u s t e r i n g  h i g h e r  d e n s i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
closer to job centers.

< The intensity and location of development that makes transit feasible is
m a i n t a i n e d .   A  m i n i m u m  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y  i n  n e w
neighborhoods is established.

< A street network that promotes flexibility of routes and more direct
connections between and within neighborhoods is provided.  

T h i s  E l e m e n t  a d d r e s s e s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s s u e s  f r o m  a
c i t y w i d e  t o  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s c a l e  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n a l  s y s t e m  a n d  a g e n c i e s .   I t
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a l s o  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  a n d
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a r e  n o t  u n d u l y  i m p a c t e d  a s  t h e  C i t y  g r o w s .
A p p e n d i x  B  i n c l u d e s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e
G e n e r a l  P l a n  a n d  a  l i s t  o f  m a j o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  s t r e e t
a n d  b i c y c l e  s y s t e m  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e
planned growth. 

RELATIONSHIP TO REGIONAL PROGRAMS

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E l e m e n t  a n d  A p p e n d i x  B  i d e n t i f y
f u t u r e  c i r c u l a t i o n  n e e d s  f o r   l o n g - r a n g e  p l a n n i n g  h o r i z o n .
T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  b e  s t u d i e d  l a t e r  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l ,  a n d
f u n d i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  s o u r c e s  w i l l  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .
Many  o f  the  p ro jec t s ,  in  o rde r  to  be  funded ,  mus t  be  pa r t  o f
l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C i t y ' s  C a p i t a l
I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m ,  t h e  B u t t e  C o u n t y  C o n g e s t i o n
M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m  ( C M P ) ,  a n d  t h e  R e g i o n a l
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  ( R T I P ) .   O n c e  a
pro jec t  i s  in  the  RTIP ,  i t  i s  ava i lab le  fo r  cons idera t ion  in  the
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

T h e  C M P  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  a p p r o a c h  t o
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o g r a m m i n g  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  i s  f o l l o w e d .
T h e  C M P  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o b i l i t y  i n
B u t t e  C o u n t y  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  a
b a l a n c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s ,  a n d  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  l a n d - u s e  d e c i s i o n s  i n  p l a n n i n g
efforts.

T h e  s t a t e - m a n d a t e d  C M P  i s  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  B u t t e
C o u n t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  w h i c h  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  o v e r s e e i n g  l o c a l  a g e n c y  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  l a w .
C i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o u n t y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o n f o r m a n c e
w i t h  t h e  a d o p t e d  s e r v i c e  l e v e l  s t a n d a r d s  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
a r t e r i a l  s y s t e m  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  C M P ,  a n d  f o r  t r a n s i t
s t a n d a r d s .   T h e y  a r e  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  a n d
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  t r i p - r e d u c t i o n  a n d  t r a v e l - d e m a n d
o r d i n a n c e  a n d  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a  p r o g r a m  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e
i m p a c t s  o f  l a n d  u s e  d e c i s i o n s .   W h e r e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e
s y s t e m  e x i s t ,  d e f i c i e n c y  p l a n s  m u s t  b e  a d o p t e d  a n d  m e t h o d s
o f  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .   I f  d e f i c i e n c i e s  g o
u n m i t i g a t e d ,  t h e  C i t y  c o u l d  l o s e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  g a s  t a x
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r evenues .   P ro j ec t s  on  the  CMP a re  e l ig ib l e  fo r  t he  RTIP  and
STIP.

A d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e
f e d e r a l  I n t e r m o d a l  S u r f a c e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E f f i c i e n c y  A c t
( I S T E A )  o f  1 9 9 1 ,  w h i c h  r e v a m p e d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  s u r f a c e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  ( e . g . ,  h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t ,  p e d e s t r i a n ,
a n d  b i c y c l e  f a c i l i t i e s )  t o  g i v e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s
i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g ,  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  a n d  g r e a t e r
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  m i x  o f  p r o j e c t s  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o
m e e t  l o c a l  n e e d s .   T h e  I S T E A  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  t h e  C i t y  o f
C h i c o  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  f o r
v a r i o u s  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s .   T h i s  f l e x i b i l i t y  w i l l
h e l p  p r o v i d e  a  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d
c o u l d  i m p a c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i f  f u n d s  a r e
s h i f t e d  f r o m  s t r e e t  p r o j e c t s  t o  t r a n s i t  p r o j e c t s  o r  v i c e  v e r s a .
N o  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n i t i a l l y  t o  t h e  P l a n n i n g
Area, but this could change in the future.

4.1 BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

B i c y c l i n g  a n d  w a l k i n g  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  m o d e s
o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .   B o t h  m o d e s  a r e  i n e x p e n s i v e ,  e n e r g y
c o n s e r v i n g ,  a n d  n o n - p o l l u t i n g .   C h i c o ' s  f l a t  t o p o g r a p h y ,
c l i m a t e ,  a n d  c o m p a c t  u r b a n  f o r m  m a k e  c h o o s i n g  t o  w a l k  o r
bicycle a more attractive transportation option.  

W i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e
c o m m u t i n g  t o  w o r k  b y  b i c y c l e  o r  w a l k i n g  i s  1 0  p e r c e n t  a n d
4  p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h i c o  p r o v i d e s  a  l a r g e  r e s i d e n t
s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  w h o s e  p r i m a r y  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s
o f t e n  b i c y c l i n g  o r  w a l k i n g .   P r o v i s i o n  o f  b i c y c l e  a n d
p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  m o d e s  i s
a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c
congestion.

The City's 1991 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan, identifies issues,
n e e d s ,  a n d  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  r e c o m m e n d s  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s
a n  a c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  b i k e w a y  s y s t e m .   T h e
B i c y c l e  P l a n  a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  b i c y c l e  s a f e t y .
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     1 California Department of Transportation, Bikeway Planning
and Design, reproduced from the California Department
of Transportation Highway Design Manual, Fourth Edition, Chapter 1000,
July 1990.

     2 Institute of Transportation Studies, Fundamentals of Traffic
Engineering, 13th Edition, University of California,
Berkeley.  UCB-ITS-CN-92-1.
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B i c y c l e  P l a n ,  a c c i d e n t s  t e n d  t o  o c c u r  w h e r e
m a j o r  v e h i c u l a r  c o n f l i c t s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t
a n d  a l o n g  m a j o r  a r t e r i a l s .   B i k e w a y  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o j e c t s
a r e  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a s s u r e d  a n d
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  f u n d i n g .   T h e  C i t y  c o l l e c t s  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
f a c i l i t y  f e e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t .   A
por t ion  o f  th i s  f ee  i s  fo r  b i cyc les .   O the r  sources  inc lude  the
s t a t e  B i c y c l e  L a n e  A c c o u n t ,  B i c y c l e  L i c e n s e  f e e s ,  p r o c e e d s
f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  u n c l a i m e d  b i k e s ,  l o c a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u n d s ,
I S T E A  f u n d s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  T r a i l s  P r o g r a m ,
a n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E n h a n c e m e n t  a n d  M i t i g a t i o n  G r a n t
p r o g r a m s .   P e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  p r o g r a m m e d  t h r o u g h  t h e
construction of roads and streets. 

BIKEWAYS CLASSIFICATION

F i g u r e  4 - 1 :  B i c y c l e  S y s t e m ,  d e s i g n a t e s  t w o  t y p e s  o f
b i k e w a y s ,  w h i c h  a r e  d e f i n e d  i n  T a b l e  4 . 1 - 1 .   B i c y c l e s  w o u l d
a l s o  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o n  a l l  l o c a l  s t r e e t s .   T h e  C i t y  f o l l o w s
Caltrans standards for the design of bicycle facilities.1  

LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS

According to the Fundamentals of Traffic Engineering, 13th Edition2,
b i c y c l e  f l o w  p a t t e r n s  f o r  C l a s s  I  a n d  C l a s s  I I  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e
g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  b i c y c l i s t s '  f l o w
r a t e ,  d e n s i t y ,  a n d  s p e e d .   I n  a r e a s  o f  d e n s e  b i c y c l e  u s e ,  t h e
more bicycl is ts  there  are ,  the s lower they wil l  go.    Based on
r e s e a r c h  i n  D a v i s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  b i c y c l i s t s ,  t h e  d e n s i t y ,  a n d  s p e e d  a n d
s e r v i c e  l e v e l  w a s  f o r m u l a t e d  ( s e e  T a b l e  4 . 1 - 2 ) .   T h e s e
s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  g u i d e s  f o r  p l a n n i n g
improvements to Chico's bikeway system.
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O n  s t r e e t s  w i t h o u t  d e d i c a t e d  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  b i c y c l e
t r a f f i c ,  t h e  b i c y c l e  f l o w  r a t e  d e p e n d s  l a r g e l y  o n  t r a f f i c
s t r e a m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .   M e t h o d s  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f
b i c y c l e s  o n  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g
p e r f e c t e d .   F o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n ,  a l l  s t r e e t s  n o t  d e s i g n a t e d  a s
C l a s s  I I  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p e r m i t  s a f e  b i c y c l e
t rave l  a s  they  wi l l  se rve  in  e f fec t  a s  Class  I I I  f ac i l i t i e s  ( i . e . ,
facilities shared with automobiles or pedestrians).

A r e a s   w h e r e  s t a n d a r d s  m a y  p r o v e  h e l p f u l  i n
m o n i t o r i n g  b i c y c l e  u s e  a r e  d e l i n e a t e d  o n  F i g u r e  4 - 1  a n d
include: 

< D o w n t o w n  a n d  r o u t e s  f e e d i n g  i n t o  D o w n t o w n
w h e r e  h i g h e r  b i c y c l e  v o l u m e s  m i g h t  a t  s o m e  p o i n t
require improvements (e.g., wider bike lanes); 

< T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h i c o  c a m p u s ,
a n d  r o u t e s  f e e d i n g  i n t o  t h e  c a m p u s  i n c l u d i n g
Warner Street; and 

< O t h e r  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  B i d w e l l  P a r k ,  C h i c o  M a l l ,
N o r t h  V a l l e y  P l a z a ,  C h i c o  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a n d
Pleasant Valley High School. 

F u t u r e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  b i c y c l e  f l o w  i n  m a j o r  c o r r i d o r s
w h e r e  b i c y c l i n g  i s  p r o m o t e d  a l s o  c o u l d  w a r r a n t  m o n i t o r i n g
t o  e n s u r e  s a f e t y  a n d  a d e q u a t e  c a p a c i t y .   B e c a u s e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s e r v i c e  l e v e l  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b i c y c l e s  w o u l d
d e p e n d  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s ,
t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n  o u t l i n e s  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s
w h e n  d e m a n d  i n  c e r t a i n  c o r r i d o r s  i s  h i g h ,  o r  s a f e t y  i s s u e s
d u e  t o  s y s t e m  d e m a n d  a r i s e .   M a j o r  b i k e w a y  i m p r o v e m e n t s
a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  A p p e n d i x  B .   P r i o r i t i e s  f o r  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  b e
set in the City's Capital Improvement Program.

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

P e d e s t r i a n  f l o w  p a t t e r n s  s h o w  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  v e h i c u l a r
t r a f f i c  s t r e a m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .   S p e e d ,  f l o w  r a t e ,  a n d  d e n s i t y
a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d .   C a p a c i t y  a n d  d e n s i t y  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s  a r e
d e p e n d e n t  o n  w i d t h  o f  t h e  w a l k i n g  f a c i l i t y  a n d  t h e  t y p e  o f
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w a l k i n g  f a c i l i t y  ( e . g . ,  w a l k w a y s ,  c r o s s w a l k s ,  a n d  s t r e e t
c o r n e r s ) .   F o r  c r o s s w a l k s ,  p e d e s t r i a n  c a p a c i t y  a n d  w a i t i n g
t i m e  i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t u r n i n g  v e h i c l e s ,  s i g n a l  t i m i n g ,
p e d e s t r i a n / v e h i c l e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  l a w s ,  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
p l a t o o n s  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .   S t r e e t  c o r n e r s
a t  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  h o l d i n g  a r e a s  a s  w e l l ,  a n d  c a n
be a critical location in the sidewalk network.  

Whi l e  i n  Ch ico  s idewa lk  capac i t y  i s  no t  an  i s sue ,  i n
g e n e r a l ,  a l l  a r e a s  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  a  s c a l e  t h a t
a c c o m m o d a t e s  p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d  b i c y c l i s t s .   A r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e
C i t y  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  u n d e r s i z e d  o r  n o  p e d e s t r i a n
f a c i l i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n y  t h a t  e x i s t  D o w n t o w n ,  n e a r  t h e
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h i c o  c a m p u s ,  a n d  a n y  s c h o o l
s i t e ,  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  a  p r i o r i t y  s o  t h a t  t h e  p e d e s t r i a n  s y s t e m
w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  c o n n e c t e d .   T h e  n e w  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c e n t e r s
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  " p e d e s t r i a n  f r i e n d l y . "   I n  t h e s e
a r e a s ,  w i d e r  s i d e w a l k s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o
a c c o m m o d a t e  i n c r e a s e d  f l o w s  a n d  t o  g i v e  p r e f e r e n t i a l
t r e a t m e n t  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s .   P e d e s t r i a n - f r i e n d l y  f a c i l i t i e s
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  p r o v i d e d  n e a r  t r a n s i t  s t o p s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o
medium and higher density residential areas.
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TABLE 4.1-1
BIKEWAY CLASSIFICATIONS

Function Access Control Right-of-Way

Class I - Bike Paths Provide exclusive right-of-way
for bicyclists with cross flows by
motorists minimized.

Where crossing or access from the
bicycle path is required, the crossing
should be grade-separated or occur at
pedestrian crossings.  Mid-block
crossings should assign right-of-way
through signing or signalization.

Minimum of 8 feet for a two-way facility.  The
minimum paved width for a one-way bike
path is 5 feet.  A minimum 2-foot wide graded
area shall be provided adjacent to the
pavement, but a 3-foot graded area is
recommended.  Where pedestrian activity is
expected, a minimum of 12 feet for a two-way
facility should be provided.

Class II - Bike Lanes To provide preferential use of the
paved area of roadway for
bicyclists by establishing specific
lines of demarcation between
areas reserved for bicycles and
motorists. 

Access is similar to that recommended
for roadways.  At intersections where
there is a bike lane and an actuated
signal, it is desirable to install bicycle-
sensitive detectors.  Push button
detectors force the bicyclists to stop
and actuate the push button.  Because
most accidents for bicyclists occur at
intersections, clear bikeway design at
intersections should be implemented
through the use of signing and striping. 

Class II bike lanes are one-way facilities.  On
roadways with parking, the bike lane is
located between the parking area and the
traffic lane with 5-foot minimums for the bike
lane.  Where parking is permitted and not
marked, minimum width is 12 feet.  On
roadways where parking is prohibited, a
minimum of 5 feet is required, including a 2-
foot gutter.

Note: All residential streets are intended to be "bicycle friendly"; see policies T-I-12 and T-I-41.
Source: Korve Engineering, Inc.
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TABLE 4.1-2
BICYCLE FLOW CHARACTERISTICS ON BIKE PATHS AND BIKE LANES

Level of Service (LOS)

Characteristics A B C D E F

Flow Ratea

(bikes/min
/ft)

<4.4 4.4-
6.6

6.6-
10.0

10.0-
11.9

11.9-
13.2

Varia
ble

Density
(bikes/sq.
ft.)

<.005 .005-
.007

.007-
.012

.012-
.017

.017-
.025

>.025

Cycling
Speed
(mph)

$11.0 10.5-
11.0

9.5-
10.5

8.0-
9.5

6.0-
8.0

<6.0

a Minimum bike path or bike lane width for which these
figures apply are:  LOS A- 8.0 ft; LOS B-
  7.5 ft; LOS C- 3.5 ft; and LOS D- 3.2 ft.  The greater widths
shown for LOS A and B are
  necessary to allow free overtaking.

Source:  Institute of Transportation Studies, University of
California, Berkeley.  Fundamentals of Traffic Engineering, 13th Edition.  UCB-
ITS-CN-92-1.

Guiding Policies: Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

T-G-1 D e v e l o p  a  s y s t e m  o f  s i d e w a l k s  a n d  b i k e w a y s  t h a t
p r o m o t e  s a f e  w a l k i n g  a n d  b i c y c l e  r i d i n g  f o r
transportation and recreation.

T-G-2 P r o v i d e  s a f e  a n d  d i r e c t  p e d e s t r i a n  r o u t e s  a n d
b i k e w a y s  b e t w e e n  a n d  t h r o u g h  r e s i d e n t i a l
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e
P l a n n i n g  A r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e r e  n o  o r
undersized facilities are provided.

T-G-3 Provide adequate bicycle parking facilities.

T-G-4 I m p r o v e  s a f e t y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  c o m f o r t
f o r  b i c y c l i s t s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n s  t h r o u g h  t r a f f i c
e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  a n d
p r o v i d e  f o r  s h a d e d  t h r o u g h - r o u t e s ,  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e .
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T-G-5 Prov ide  and  p l an  fo r  b i cyc l e  and  pedes t r i an  acces s
t o  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  o n - s i t e  a c c e s s  f o r
new residential development.

T-G-6 P l a n  a n d  d e s i g n  p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  m e e t  t h e
needs of disabled persons.  

Implementing Policies: Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

Bicycle Circulation

T-I-1 I n s t i t u t e  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  m o n i t o r i n g  b i c y c l e
s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  i n  h i g h  c o m m u t e  c o r r i d o r s  i n
the areas depicted on Figure 4-1.

T-I-2 E x a m i n e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b i c y c l e  s e r v i c e  l e v e l
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o m m u t e  t r i p s  b a s e d  o n  t h e
r e s u l t s  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  b i c y c l e  u s e  i n  t h e  a r e a s
s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 1 ;  u s e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b i c y c l e
c o m m u t i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a c c i d e n t s  t o
d e t e r m i n e  n e c e s s a r y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o
maintain Level of Service C or better.  

T-I-3 M a k e  b i k e w a y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a  f u n d i n g
priority by:

C C o n t i n u i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  f i n a n c i n g  b i k e w a y
d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y ' s
annual construction and improvement fund.

C I n c o r p o r a t i n g  b i k e w a y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a s  p a r t
of Capital Improvement Program; and 

C P u r s u i n g  I S T E A  f u n d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s
f o r  n e w  b i k e w a y s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r
federal and state law.

T-I-4 I m p l e m e n t  t h e  b i k e w a y  p l a n  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e
4-1 by:



CHICO  GENERAL PLAN

4-15 November 1994
Revised 1999

C A d d i n g  b i k e  l a n e s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e  i n
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  r o a d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  r e -
s t r i p i n g  p r o j e c t s  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t
and related off-site improvements;  

C I m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  c r o s s i n g s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g
f o r  f u t u r e  c r o s s i n g s  o f  c r e e k s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  a n d
roadways;

C S e e k i n g  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e
b i k e w a y  p l a n  i n  l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e  m o r e  t h a n  r e -
striping is required; and  

C W o r k i n g  w i t h  B u t t e  C o u n t y  a n d  o t h e r
a g e n c i e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  r e g i o n a l  b i k e w a y
system.  

T-I-5 E s t a b l i s h  a  t a r g e t  t o  d o u b l e  c o m m u t e r  b i c y c l e
r i d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  C h i c o  f r o m  1 0  p e r c e n t
to  20  pe rcen t  ove r  a  30 -yea r  pe r iod  and  upda te
the Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan as necessary to
achieve that target. 

T-I-6 R e q u i r e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e c u r e  c o v e r e d  b i c y c l e
p a r k i n g  a t  a l l  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  m u l t i p l e -
f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a n d
o f f i c e / i n s t i t u t i o n a l  u s e s .   S e c u r e  p a r k i n g
m e a n s  a r e a s  w h e r e  b i c y c l e s  c a n  b e  s e c u r e d  t o
a non-movable rack to prevent theft.

T-I-7 A m e n d  t h e  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e  t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t
w i t h  t h e  T S M  O r d i n a n c e  ( s e e  S e c t i o n  4 . 2 ) ,
a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o g r a m  t o  p r o m o t e  b i c y c l e
u s e  b y  l a r g e  e m p l o y m e n t  c e n t e r s  w i t h  1 0 0
employees or more and by City employees.

T-I-8 P r o v i d e  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  n e w  o r  e x p a n d i n g
m u l t i - t e n a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l
p r o j e c t s  a n d  l a r g e  e m p l o y e r s  t o  p r o v i d e
s e c u r e  b i c y c l e  p a r k i n g ,  l o c k e r s ,  a n d  s h o w e r s
f o r  e m p l o y e e s ,  w h e r e  f e a s i b l e .   I n c e n t i v e s
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m a y  i n c l u d e  r e d u c e d  f e e s  o r  r e d u c e d  p a r k i n g
requirements.

T-I-9 R e q u i r e  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  a n d  b i k e w a y
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  c i t y w i d e  s y s t e m  e v e r y  5 0 0
f e e t ,  w h e r e  f e a s i b l e ,  a s  p a r t  o f  s u b d i v i s i o n
review. 

T-I-10 R e t r o f i t  e x i s t i n g  c u l - d e - s a c s ,  w h e r e  f e a s i b l e ,
t o  p r o v i d e  e n h a n c e d  b i k e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
linkages between neighborhoods. 

T-I-11 C o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h i c o  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  s a f e  b i c y c l e  a c c e s s  i n t o  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e
main campus area.  

T-I-12 Increase bicycle safety by:  

C P r o v i d i n g  b i c y c l e  p a t h s  a n d  l a n e s  t h a t
promote bicycle commuting;

C S w e e p i n g  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  b i c y c l e  l a n e s  a n d
paths on a regular basis;

C E n s u r i n g  t h a t  b i k e w a y s  a r e  d e l i n e a t e d  a n d
s i g n e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  C a l t r a n s '  s t a n d a r d s ,
and lighting is provided, where needed;  

C P r o v i d i n g  b i c y c l e  p a t h s  a n d  l a n e s  o n  b r i d g e s
and overpasses;

C E n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  n e w  a n d  i m p r o v e d  s t r e e t s
h a v e  b i c y c l e - s a f e  d r a i n a g e  g r a t e s  a n d  a r e  f r e e
o f  h a z a r d s  s u c h  a s  u n e v e n  p a v e m e n t  a n d
gravel; and

C P r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  s i g n a g e  a n d  m a r k i n g s
w a r n i n g  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
m e r g i n g  o r  c r o s s i n g  b i c y c l e  t r a f f i c  w h e r e  b i k e
r o u t e s  a n d  p a t h s  m a k e  t r a n s i t i o n s  i n t o  o r
across roadways.
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T-I-13 G i v e  b i k e s  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  s a f e t y  a n d  c o m f o r t  o n  a r t e r i a l s
and collectors as motor vehicles.

T-I-14 P r o m o t e  b i c y c l e  u s e  b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a
r e g u l a r l y  u p d a t e d  m a p  o f  C h i c o  a n d  r e g i o n a l
bikeways.

T-I-15 W o r k  w i t h  t h e  C h i c o  U n i f i e d  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
t o  p r o m o t e  c l a s s e s  o n  b i c y c l e  s a f e t y  i n  t h e
schools.

T-I-16 A t  h i g h  v o l u m e  b i c y c l e / a u t o m o b i l e
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  a c t u a t e d  s i g n a l s ,
i n s t a l l  b i c y c l e  d e t e c t o r  l o o p s  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  m i d - b l o c k ,
b i c y c l e - a c t i v a t e d  s i g n a l s ,  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

T-I-17 E x p l o r e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a d d i t i o n a l
b i k e - r o u t e s  p a r a l l e l  t o  B i d w e l l  P a r k  a n d  a n
e a s t - w e s t  c o u p l e t  i n  D o w n t o w n ,  u s i n g  2 n d
a n d  3 r d  o r  4 t h  s t r e e t s  t o  i m p r o v e  b i c y c l e
circulation.

See also Community Design Element policies on continuity and connections
(CD-G-20 to CD-G-22).

Pedestrian Circulation

T-I-18 I m p l e m e n t  a  p r o g r a m  t o  i n s t a l l  h a n d i c a p p e d
r a m p s  a t  a l l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a s  s t r e e t
improvements are being installed.

T-I-19 P r o v i d e  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n - f r i e n d l y  z o n e s  i n
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
r e d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  d e s i g n  o f  m i x e d - u s e
n e i g h b o r h o o d  c o r e  a r e a s ,  t h e  D o w n t o w n  a r e a ,
schools, parks, and other high use areas by:  
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C C o n s t r u c t i n g  w i d e  s i d e w a l k s  w h e r e  f e a s i b l e
to accommodate increased pedestrian use;

C P r o v i d i n g  i n t e r s e c t i o n  " b u l b i n g "  t o  r e d u c e
w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e s  a c r o s s  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e
Downtown and other high use areas;

C C o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  t h e  C i t y ' s  c u r r e n t  p o l i c y  o f
p r o v i d i n g  p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a l l  s i g n a l i z e d
intersections;

C P r o v i d i n g  l a n d s c a p i n g  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s
pedestrian use; and

C C o n s t r u c t i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  l i g h t e d  a n d  s a f e
access through subdivision sites.

T-I-20 S e t  C i t y  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t y
d e s i g n  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.

T-I-21 R e q u i r e  n e w  l o c a l  s t r e e t s  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h
e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  s t r e e t s  a n d  a r t e r i a l s ,  a n d  p e r m i t
c u l - d e - s a c  s t r e e t s  i n  u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s
o n l y  w h e r e  b i c y c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s
b e t w e e n  c u l - d e - s a c s ,  a d j a c e n t  s t r e e t s ,  a n d / o r
o p e n  s p a c e  a r e a s  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  a n
areawide pedestrian/bicycle system. 

See also policies in Section 4.4 and in the Community Design Element
(CD-G-73, CD-G-74, and CD-G-77) and Land Use Element (LU-I-26).

4.2 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT

T h e  t e r m  " T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S y s t e m s  M a n a g e m e n t "  ( T S M )
r e f e r s  t o  m e a s u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e d u c e  p e a k - p e r i o d  a u t o
t r a f f i c ,  b y  m a k i n g  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  e m p h a s i z i n g  r i d e s h a r i n g  a n d
n o n - a u t o  a l t e r n a t i v e s .   T h e s e  i n c l u d e  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t ,  f l e x i b l e
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w o r k i n g  h o u r s ,  c a r -  a n d  v a n - p o o l i n g ,  a n d  i n c e n t i v e s  t o
i n c r e a s e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .   T S M  h a s  b e c o m e
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  e n h a n c e  m o b i l i t y
t h r o u g h  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
and in meeting federal and state air quality standards.

A  s u c c e s s f u l  T S M  p r o g r a m  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  a n d
i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e
a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l s  o f  t r a f f i c  s e r v i c e .   ( S e e  S e c t i o n  4 . 3  f o r  L O S
standards.)  The specific objectives of TSM are to: 

< R e d u c e  p e a k - h o u r  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  b y  r e d u c i n g
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s i n g l e  o c c u p a n t  v e h i c l e  t r i p s
associated with commute trips;

< R e d u c e  o r  d e l a y  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r e e t  i m p r o v e m e n t s
b y  m a k i n g  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ;

< R e d u c e  f u t u r e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a n d
s t r i v e  t o  m e e t  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a m b i e n t  a i r
p o l l u t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t  v e h i c l e  t r i p s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
commute trips; and

< R e d u c e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  e n e r g y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
u s e s ,  t h e r e b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  o f
increasing energy self-sufficiency.

R e d u c i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t  v e h i c l e
c o m m u t e  t r i p s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
p e d e s t r i a n ,  b i c y c l e ,  a n d  t r a n s i t  t r i p s .   A v e r a g e  t r i p  l e n g t h  a n d
overall vehicle-miles traveled will also be reduced.
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TRANSIT

Chico  cur ren t ly  has  a  f ixed  rou te  t rans i t  se rv ice  in  the
u r b a n  a r e a .   W h e n  h i g h e r  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l
d e n s i t i e s  a r e  r e a c h e d  a t  f u l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t
s h o u l d  p l a y  a  l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r
c o m m u t e  t r i p s .   T h e  C i t y  h a s  r e c e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  C h i c o  A r e a  T r a n s i t  S e r v i c e
( C A T S )  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  ( t h r o u g h  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 9 7 - 9 8 ) .
The plan proposes a number of improvements, including:

< R e s t r u c t u r i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  o f  s e r v i c e s  t o
increase both ridership and efficiency;

< Developing a Downtown transit center;

< A d o p t i n g  n e w  p o l i c i e s  o n  v e h i c l e s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e
fuels; and 

< P r o v i d i n g  e n h a n c e d  s i g n a g e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d
marketing programs.

T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  s h o u l d  e n a b l e  C A T S  t o
a c c o m m o d a t e  f u t u r e  g r o w t h  a s  e f f i c i e n t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  w h i l e
m a x i m i z i n g  t h e  s y s t e m ' s  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n s
with Disabilities Act and the California Clean Air Act.

Guiding Policies: Transportation System Management

T-G-7 E s t a b l i s h  a  m i n i m u m  1 0  p e r c e n t  t r i p
r e d u c t i o n  g o a l  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  n o  m o r e  t h a n
5 9  p e r c e n t  s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t - v e h i c l e s  d u r i n g
peak  t ime  pe r iods  fo r  new and  ex i s t i ng  uses  i n
new and existing employment areas.

T-G-8 D e v e l o p  a  T S M  p r o g r a m  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h
t h e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  1 0  p e r c e n t  t r i p
r e d u c t i o n  g o a l  a n d  c o n t i n u e  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d
supportive business environment.
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T-G-9 E n s u r e  t h a t  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
C i t y ,  i m p l e m e n t  T S M  p r o g r a m s  t o  r e d u c e
peak-period trip generation.

T-G-10 C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  a n d  o t h e r
e n t i t i e s  t o  p r o m o t e  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  p u b l i c
transit serving Chico.
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Implementing Policies: Transportation System Management

T-I-22 Adopt  a  TSM plan  or  ord inance  which  crea tes
s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  r e d u c e  s i n g l e -
o c c u p a n t - v e h i c l e  p e a k - h o u r  t r i p s  b y  a
m i n i m u m  o f  1 0  p e r c e n t  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t i o ,
a n d  c o m m i t  f u n d i n g  f o r  a d e q u a t e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e
compliance with the TSM ordinance. 

S i x t y - n i n e  ( 6 9 )  p e r c e n t  o f  p e a k - h o u r  t r i p s  a r e  i n
s i n g l e - o c c u p a n t  v e h i c l e s ,  s o  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  1 0
p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n ,  t h e  t a r g e t  i s  t o  h a v e  n o  m o r e
t h a n  5 9  p e r c e n t  o f  p e a k - h o u r  t r i p s  i n  s i n g l e -
occupant vehicles.

T-I-23 E n c o u r a g e  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r s  ( 1 0 0  o r  m o r e
e m p l o y e e s ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C i t y ,  t o  a d o p t  T S M
p r o g r a m s  t o  r e d u c e  p e a k - p e r i o d  t r i p
g e n e r a t i o n  b y  1 0  p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  f r o m  t h e
v e h i c l e  t r i p  g e n e r a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  o b s e r v e d  a t
similar sites without a TSM program.

T-I-24 F a v o r  T S M  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  l i m i t  v e h i c l e  u s e
o v e r  t h o s e  t h a t  e x t e n d  t h e  c o m m u t e  h o u r .
T h i s  p o l i c y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a d o p t i n g  i n c e n t i v e s  t o
p r o m o t e  u s e  o f  o t h e r  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

T-I-25 M o n i t o r  t h e  f r e q u e n c y ,  r o u t i n g  a n d
c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  f o r
c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e
Butte County CMP.

T-I-26 M o n i t o r  s y s t e m  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  p e r c e n t  s i n g l e -
o c c u p a n t - v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  t r i p  r e d u c t i o n
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n n u a l l y  a n d  a d j u s t  t a r g e t s  a s
appropriate.
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Figure 4-2: Possible "Ring"
Transportation Corridor

T-I-27 E x p l o r e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  s p e c i a l
d e s i g n  t r e a t m e n t  a l o n g  a  “ r i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
c o r r i d o r ” ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t  a n d
pedestrian improvements.

T h e  r i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  ( c o n n e c t i n g  t h e
E s p l a n a d e ,  d o w n t o w n ,  M a n g r o v e ,  P a r k  A v e n u e ,
C y p r e s s  a n d  P i n e  S t r e e t  a s  g e n e r a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n
F i g u r e  4 - 2  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  p u r p o s e s  o n l y )  c o u l d  b e
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  b i c y c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n - f r i e n d l y
w i d e  s i d e w a l k s  a n d  t r e e  c a n o p i e s ,  a n d  m i x e d - u s e
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  s i d e w a l k
a c t i v i t y  a n d  h i g h e r  d e n s i t y  h o u s i n g  ( a l o n g  p o r t i o n s
of the corridor).

4.3 STANDARDS FOR TRAFFIC LEVEL OF SERVICE

T r a f f i c  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  f o r  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  r o a d w a y
s e g m e n t s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  e x a m i n i n g  p e a k  p e r i o d
o p e r a t i o n s .   T h e  s t a n d a r d  u s e d  f o r  m e a s u r i n g  t r a f f i c  f l o w  i s
c a l l e d  a  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  ( L O S )  a n d  v o l u m e - t o - c a p a c i t y  ( o r
d e m a n d - t o - c a p a c i t y ) .   L e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  a
l e t t e r  g r a d e  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  f l o w ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m
t h e  b e s t  c o n d i t i o n  ( L O S  A )  t h r o u g h  e x t r e m e  c o n g e s t i o n
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o v e r - c a p a c i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  ( L O S  F ) .   ( S e e
Table 4.3-1)
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T r a f f i c  d e m a n d  m o d e l i n g  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t r a v e l  d e m a n d  i s
a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  l a n d  u s e  a c t i v i t y  i n  a  c i t y  a n d
s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n .   T h e  m o d e l i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E l e m e n t  u s e s  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f o r e c a s t  l a n d  u s e
a n d  d e m o g r a p h i c s  a s  m o d e l  i n p u t s .   T h e s e  u s e s ,  a n d  t h e
p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e ,  s h o p ,  a n d  w o r k  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  C h i c o ,
g e n e r a t e  t h e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  t h e  m o d e l  a s s i g n s  t o  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n
s y s t e m .   T h e  l a n d - u s e  i n t e n s i t y  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e
m a g n i t u d e  o f  g e n e r a t e d  t r a f f i c ;  h o w e v e r ,  m i x e d - u s e
e n v i r o n m e n t s  w i t h  c o n v e n i e n t  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  g e n e r a t e
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  f e w e r  a d d i t i o n a l  a u t o m o b i l e  t r i p s  t h a n  a r e a s
d e v o t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  a  s i n g l e  u s e .   D e m o g r a p h i c
d e s c r i p t o r s  s u c h  a s  i n c o m e ,  h o u s e h o l d  s i z e ,  a n d  v e h i c l e s  p e r
h o u s e h o l d  a f f e c t  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r
household end.  

These  land  use  and  demographic  inputs  a re  used  in  the
t r a f f i c  m o d e l  t o  t e s t  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  p r o p o s e d  l a n d  u s e  a n d  t o
f o r e c a s t  f u t u r e  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  B  f o r  d e t a i l s ) .
T h i s  e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  L a n d  U s e
e l e m e n t s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  g o a l s ,
policies, and improvements outlined in this Element.

TABLE 4.3-1
TRAFFIC LEVEL OF SERVICE DEFINITIONS

Level of Service (LOS) Traffic Flow Conditions Maximum Volume to Capacity
Ratio

A Conditions of free
flow; speed is
controlled by drivers'
desires, stipulated
speed limits, or
physical roadway
conditions.

0.6

B Conditions of stable
flow; operating
speeds beginning to
be restricted; little or
no restrictions on
maneuverability from
other vehicles.

0.7
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C Conditions of stable
flow; speeds and
maneuverability more
closely restricted;
occasional backups
behind left-turning
vehicles at
intersections.

0.8

D Conditions approach
unstable flow;
tolerable speeds can
be maintained but
temporary restrictions
may cause extensive
delays; little freedom
to maneuver; comfort
and convenience low;
at intersection, some
motorists, especially
those making left
turns, may wait
through one or more
signal changes.

0.9

E Conditions approach
capacity; unstable
flow with stoppages
of momentary
duration;
maneuverability
severely limited.

1.0

F Forced flow
conditions; stoppages
for long periods; low
operating speeds. 
Delays at
intersections average
60 seconds or mores.

>1.00

Sources:  Blayney Dyett; Korve Engineering.

Guiding Policies: Standards for Traffic Level of Service

T-G-11 S t r i v e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t r a f f i c  L O S  C  o n
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  a n d  L O S  D  o r  b e t t e r  o n
a r t e r i a l  a n d  c o l l e c t o r  s t r e e t s ,  a t  a l l



4  TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

4-26 November 1994
Revised 1999

i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  a n d  o n  p r i n c i p a l  a r t e r i a l s  i n  t h e
CMP during peak hours.

T-G-12 A c c e p t  L O S  E  f o r  b u i l t - o u t  a r e a s  s e r v e d  b y
transit after finding that:

C T h e r e  i s  n o  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  f e a s i b l e  w a y  t o
mitigate the lower level of service; and

C T h e  u s e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l  o f
service are of clear, overall public benefit.

T-G-13 E s t a b l i s h  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  e n g i n e e r i n g
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r
P l a n n i n g  A r e a  r o a d w a y  n e t w o r k s ,  c o n s i s t e n t
w i t h  T a b l e  4 . 4 - 1  a n d  C a l t r a n s  a d o p t e d
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  h i g h w a y s  a n d  b i c y c l e  f a c i l i t i e s .
C o n t i n u e d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  C i t y  a n d
C o u n t y  o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  w i l l  b e
needed.

Implementing Policies: Standards for Traffic Level of Service

T-I-28 D e s i g n  r o a d w a y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  e v a l u a t e
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o p o s a l s  b a s e d  o n  L O S
standards.

T-I-29 I m p l e m e n t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  f e a s i b l e ,  c i r c u l a t i o n
s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 3
p r i o r  t o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e
b e l o w  t h e  s t a t e d  s t a n d a r d .   T h e s e  c i r c u l a t i o n
s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e
t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t e d  b y  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h
P l a n  b u i l d o u t .   R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h e
t r a f f i c  r e p o r t  i n  A p p e n d i x  B  i n c l u d e  a  l i s t  o f
major roadway improvements.

T-I-30 I m p r o v e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a s  n e e d e d  t o  m a i n t a i n
LOS standards and safety on major arterials.
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T-I-31 I n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a d e q u a t e  t r a f f i c
c a p a c i t y  i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d o u t  o f  t h e
G e n e r a l  P l a n  a n d  t h a t  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  d o
n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a d e q u a t e
c i r c u l a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e  a l l  n e w
d e v e l o p m e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  a n d
i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s t r e e t
d e s i g n a t i o n s  o n  F i g u r e  4 - 3  a n d  C i t y  s t r e e t
section standards.

T-I-32 E s t a b l i s h  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s
t o  m a i n t a i n  a d e q u a t e  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e  a t
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  a l o n g  r o a d w a y  s e g m e n t s  a s
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w a r r a n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
following actions:

C As  pa r t  o f  t he  mon i to r ing  e f fo r t  s e t  up  fo r
T S M  a n d  C M P  p r o g r a m  c o m p l i a n c e  ( P o l i c y
T - I - 2 6 ) ,  c o l l e c t  a n d  a n a l y z e  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e
d a t a  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  m o n i t o r  c u r r e n t
i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d  r o a d w a y  s e g m e n t  l e v e l s  o f
s e r v i c e  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .   U s e  t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  u p d a t e  a n d  r e f i n e  t h e  C i t y ' s
t r a v e l  f o r e c a s t i n g  m o d e l  s o  t h a t  e s t i m a t e s  o f
f u t u r e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  b a s e d
upon local travel behavior and trends.

C C o n s i d e r ,  o n  a  c a s e  b y  c a s e  b a s i s ,  h o w  t o
s h i f t  t r a v e l  d e m a n d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  p e a k
p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e
p e a k  t r a f f i c  p r o b l e m s  r e s u l t  f r o m  a  f e w  m a j o r
g e n e r a t o r s  ( e . g .  o u t l y i n g   e m p l o y m e n t
l o c a t i o n s ) ,  a n d  h o w  m a j o r  r o a d w a y  c a p i t a l
i n v e s t m e n t s  c a n  b e  d e f e r r e d  a n d / o r
reallocated to more pressing needs.

C P e r f o r m  r o u t i n e ,  o n g o i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e
e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  u r b a n  s t r e e t  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l
s y s t e m ,  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  o n  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l
t i m i n g ,  p h a s i n g  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  t o  o p t i m i z e
t r a f f i c  f l o w  a l o n g  a r t e r i a l  c o r r i d o r s .   U s e
t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m s  t o  b a l a n c e  a r t e r i a l
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s t r e e t  u t i l i z a t i o n  ( e . g . ,  t i m i n g  a n d  p h a s i n g  f o r
t u r n  m o v e m e n t s ,  p e a k  p e r i o d  a n d  o f f - p e a k
signal timing plans).

4.4 STREET NETWORK AND CLASSIFICATION AND
AUTOMOBILE CIRCULATION 

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y ,  l a n d  u s e
m i x ,  l o c a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  l o c a l  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
s t r e e t  l a y o u t ,  a n d  u r b a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e f i n e s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f
t r a f f i c  a n d  t h e  m o d a l  c h o i c e s  a v a i l a b l e .   E x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e
C i t y  g r i d  s y s t e m  a n d  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s h o r t e r  b l o c k s  a l l o w s  f o r
m o r e  t r a v e l  c h o i c e s .   A  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  s t r e e t  c o n n e c t i o n s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  b i c y c l i s t s ,  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  a n d  m o t o r i s t s  m e a n s  t h a t
n a r r o w e r  s t r e e t s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  p e a k  d e m a n d
a n d  r e q u i r e  f e w e r  w i d e  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s .   T r a n s i t  s h o u l d  b e
p r o v i d e d  o n  s t r e e t s  t h a t  a r e  d i r e c t  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  t o
p e d e s t r i a n s ,  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c e n t e r s  s h o u l d  b e  a c c e s s i b l e
t o  a l l  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  v i a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c o l l e c t o r
s t r e e t s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  s c a l e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e
neighborhood.
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STREET CLASSIFICATION

T h e  s y s t e m  o f  s t a t e  r o u t e s ,  a r t e r i a l s ,  a n d  c o l l e c t o r
s t r e e t s  i s  s h o w n  o n  t h e  L a n d  U s e  D i a g r a m .   T h e s e  s t r e e t s
s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t r a n s i t ,  b i c y c l e ,  a n d
p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s .   I n  s o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
a l t e r n a t e  s t r e e t  w i d t h s  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p r o m o t e
" l i v e a b i l i t y "  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .   T h i s
option is addressed further in the Community Design Element (see CD-G-77).

F r e e w a y s .   F r e e w a y s  s e r v e  r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r - c i t y  t r a v e l
a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e c o m e  t h e  o p t i m u m  r o u t e  f o r  i n t r a - c i t y  t r i p s .
A c c e s s  i s  c o n t r o l l e d ,  g r a d e  c r o s s i n g s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d ,  a n d
m e d i a n s  s e p a r a t e  l a n e s  m o v i n g  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s .
Typical free flow speeds exceed 55 miles per hour.

Expressways .   E x p r e s s w a y s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  c a r r y  h e a v y
t r a f f i c  v o l u m e s  a t  s p e e d s  o f  4 0 - 5 5  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r .
E x p r e s s w a y s  s h o u l d  s e r v e  l o n g e r  d i s t a n c e  i n t r a - c i t y  t r a v e l  a s
w e l l  a s  l i n k i n g  t h e  C i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  n e a r b y  u r b a n  a r e a s .
A c c e s s  i s  l i m i t e d ,  c r o s s i n g s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s i g n a l i z e d  a t  g r a d e ,
p a r k i n g  i s  n o t  a l l o w e d ,  a n d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  m e d i a n  s e p a r a t e s
lanes in opposite directions.

Major and Minor Arterials.   The primary function of major
a r t e r i a l s  i s  t o  m o v e  l a r g e  v o l u m e s  o f  t r a f f i c  b e t w e e n
f r e e w a y s  a n d  o t h e r  a r t e r i a l s  w i t h i n  C h i c o  a n d  t o  a d j a c e n t
j u r i s d i c t i o n s .   M a j o r  a r t e r i a l s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o u r  t r a v e l
l a n e s ,  a  r a i s e d  o r  p a i n t e d  m e d i a n ,  a n d  b i k e  l a n e s .   O n - s t r e e t
p a r k i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p r o v i d e d .   M i n o r  a r t e r i a l s  s h o u l d
p r o v i d e  t w o  t r a v e l  l a n e s  a n d  b i k e  l a n e s .   O n - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g
c o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d .   D r i v e w a y  a c c e s s  s h o u l d  b e  m i n i m i z e d ,
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  a r t e r i a l s  t o  m o v e
t h r o u g h  t r a f f i c .   B i k e  l a n e s ,  l a n d s c a p e d  p a r k s t r i p s ,  s i d e w a l k s ,
a n d  t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  a c c o m m o d a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r i g h t -
of-way.

Collectors.   Collector  s treets  provide a l ink between local
s t r e e t s  a n d  a r t e r i a l s .   C o l l e c t o r s  p r o v i d e  t w o  t r a v e l  l a n e s ,  i n
a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  b i k e  l a n e s  w h e r e  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  b i k e w a y
p l a n .   I n  f a c t ,  a l l  c o l l e c t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c l u d e
b i c y c l e  l a n e s .   O n - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  m a y  b e  p r o v i d e d  i f
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s u f f i c i e n t  w i d t h  i s  a v a i l a b l e .   C o l l e c t o r s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s
t o  a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t i e s ,  s o  d r i v e w a y  a c c e s s  s h o u l d  b e
d i s c o u r a g e d  b u t  n e e d  n o t  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  ( s u b j e c t  t o  a c c e p t e d
e n g i n e e r i n g  p r a c t i c e ) .   C o l l e c t o r  s t r e e t s  a r e  s h o w n  o n  t h e
G e n e r a l  P l a n  D i a g r a m .   B i k e  l a n e s ,  l a n d s c a p e d  p a r k s t r i p s ,
s i d e w a l k s ,  a n d  t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  a c c o m m o d a t e d
within the right-of-way.

Local Streets.  The primary function of local streets is to
p r o v i d e  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t i e s .   L o c a l  s t r e e t s
s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t w o  t r a v e l  l a n e s ,  l a n d s c a p e d  p a r k s t r i p s ,
s i d e w a l k s ,  a n d  o n - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g .   O n - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  m a y  b e
r e s t r i c t e d .   B i k e  l a n e s  m a y  n o t  b e  n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  l o c a l
s t r e e t s  c a r r y  l o w  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e s  a n d  a l l  l o c a l  s t r e e t s  a r e
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  b i c y c l e  f r i e n d l y .   L o c a l  s t r e e t s  a r e  n o t
s h o w n  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n  D i a g r a m  o r  F i g u r e  4 - 3 :
Circulation System.  
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Rural Streets.  Within the Planning Areas are streets that are
r u r a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .   T h e s e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t w o  t r a v e l  l a n e s ,  n o
p a r k i n g ,  a n d  b i k e  l a n e s  w h e r e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  b i k e w a y  p l a n .
T h e  m a i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  b e t w e e n  r u r a l  s t r e e t s  a n d
l o c a l  s t r e e t s  i s  t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  s t r e e t s  t e n d  t o  b e  n a r r o w e r ,  a n d
wi thou t  cu rbs  and  gu t t e r s .   Ru ra l  s t r ee t s  a r e  no t  shown  in  t he
General Plan Diagram or Figure 4-3: Circulation System.

MAJOR STREET IMPROVEMENTS

To ach ieve  a  ba lance  be tween  l and  use  and  the  t r a f f i c
c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  s t r e e t s ,  p e a k - p e r i o d  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s
w e r e  e v a l u a t e d  b y  c o m p a r i n g  p r o j e c t e d  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e s  t o
r o a d w a y  a n d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  c a p a c i t i e s .   S e r v i c e  l e v e l s  a t  s t u d y
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  r o a d w a y s  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  u s i n g  s t a n d a r d
t r a f f i c  a n a l y s i s  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,
t w o - w a y  s t o p  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  m u l t i - w a y  s t o p  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  a n d
roadway segments.

W h e r e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o  c r e a t e  s e v e r e  t r a f f i c
c o n g e s t i o n ,  a n  i t e r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  t o  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c  b y
r e a r r a n g i n g  l a n d  u s e s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t r a f f i c  c a p a c i t y  t h r o u g h
i m p r o v e m e n t s  ( i . e . ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e w  l a n e s )  w a s
u n d e r t a k e n .   A  l i s t i n g  o f  m a j o r  s t r e e t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d
t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  b u i l d o u t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n
Appendix B.  

Guiding Policies: Circulation and Street System

T-G-14 P r o m o t e  s a f e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  v e h i c l e  c i r c u l a t i o n .

T-G-15 U s e  F i g u r e  4 - 3 :  C i r c u l a t i o n  S y s t e m ,  t o
i d e n t i f y ,  s c h e d u l e ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  r o a d w a y
improvements as development occurs.

T-G-16 M a k e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f
l a n d  u s e s ,  i m p r o v e d  a l t e r n a t e  m o d e s ,  a n d
p r o v i s i o n  o f  m o r e  d i r e c t  r o u t e s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s
a n d  b i c y c l i s t s ,  s t r i v e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  t o t a l
vehicle-miles traveled.
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T-G-17 P r o v i d e  f a i r  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  m e a n s  f o r  p a y i n g
for future street improvements.

T-G-18 C o o r d i n a t e  l o c a l  a c t i o n s  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d
County agencies to ensure consistency.
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T-G-19 T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s c e n i c  r o u t e s  a n d  v i e w
c o r r i d o r s  t o  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f f e r e d  b y  l o c a l
h i g h w a y s  a n d  o t h e r  m a j o r  s t r e e t s  s h o u l d  b e
p r o t e c t e d  a n d  e n h a n c e d  t h r o u g h  s c e n i c
h i g h w a y s  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  a p p r o p r i a t e
l a n d s c a p i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
standards for adjacent properties.

T-G-20 Reinfo rce  the  ro le  o f  the  s t r ee t  a s  a  pub l i c
s p a c e  w h i c h  o r g a n i z e s  t h e  c i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e s
c o r r i d o r s  f o r  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a n s i t ,  b i c y c l e s
and pedestrian as well as autos.

T h i s  m a y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  i m p r o v e m e n t s  f o r
b o t h  e x i s t i n g  a n d  n e w  s t r e e t s ,  l o o k i n g  c l o s e l y  n o t
on ly  a t  the  requ i red  t ra f f i c  func t ions ,  bu t  a l so  a t  the
d e s i r e d  c h a r a c t e r  r e l a t i v e  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
e n c o u r a g e  i n c r e a s e d  b i c y c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
m o v e m e n t .   S t r e e t s  m a y  c h a n g e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a s
t h e y  t r a v e r s e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d
h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  a l o n g  t h e i r  l e n g t h s .
C h a n g e s  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l
s t r e e t s  n e e d  t o  b e  p r e c e d e d  b y  t r a f f i c  s t u d i e s ,  a s
appropriate.

Design guidelines may require the following:

! Streets that provide linkage

! S t r e e t s  t h a t  h a v e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e
s t r e e t s c a p e  t r e a t m e n t s  ( s i d e w a l k s  a n d
landscaping)

! Block  s i ze s  t ha t  a r e  pedes t r i an  i n  s ca l e  ( e .g .
g e n e r a l l y   n o  m o r e  t h a n  5 0 0  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h )
and encourage walking

Implementing Policies: Circulation and Street System
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T-I-33 A d o p t  s t r e e t  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  f l e x i b i l i t y
i n  d e s i g n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .   R e v i s e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  a n d
p a v e m e n t  s t a n d a r d s  t o  r e f l e c t  a d j a c e n t  l a n d
u s e  a n d / o r  a n t i c i p a t e d  t r a f f i c ,  a n d  p e r m i t
r e d u c e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  d i m e n s i o n s  w h e r e
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d
character. 

T-I-34 C o n t i n u e  u s i n g  t h e  C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t
P r o g r a m  t o  i m p l e m e n t  n e e d e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s
t o  t h e  s t r e e t  s y s t e m  w h e r e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
S y s t e m  M a n a g e m e n t  c a n  n o t  e n s u r e  m o b i l i t y
and maintenance of service level standards.

T-I-35 C o n t i n u e  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t
p a y s  a  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  s t r e e t  a n d
o t h e r  t r a f f i c  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e m e n t s
b a s e d  o n  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t e d  a n d  i m p a c t s  o n
service levels.

T-I-36 C o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  C a l t r a n s  t o  a c h i e v e
t i m e l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m m e d  f r e e w a y
a n d  i n t e r c h a n g e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  s t a t e
highway improvements.

T-I-37 L o c a t e  a r t e r i a l s  a n d  c o l l e c t o r s  a c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  g e n e r a l  a l i g n m e n t s  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 3 .
M i n o r  v a r i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d e p i c t e d  a l i g n m e n t s
will not require a General Plan amendment.

T-I-38 R e q u i r e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h
p r e c i s e  a l i g n m e n t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n
D i a g r a m  a n d  F i g u r e  4 - 3 :  C i r c u l a t i o n  S y s t e m
i n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  f u t u r e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  n e e d s .

T-I-39 R e v i e w  p r o p o s e d  d e s i g n s  f o r  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s
a n d  l a r g e  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t i n g  u s e s  w i t h  t r a n s i t
s e r v i c e  i n  m i n d ,  a n d  r e q u i r e  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s  t o
b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  b u s  l o a d i n g  a n d
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u n l o a d i n g  w i t h o u t  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h r o u g h
traffic, as shown in Table 4.4-1.

T-I-40 W o r k  w i t h  t h e  B u t t e  C o u n t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  G e n e r a l  P l a n
a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e
c o u n t y w i d e  t r a f f i c  m o d e l  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e d
i n t o  a n a l y s i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  b i e n n i a l  u p d a t e s
to the County Congestion Management Plan. 

T-I-41 M a i n t a i n  t h e  s t r e e t  n e t w o r k  t h r o u g h  a  r e g u l a r
m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  r e p a v e  s t r e e t s  o n  a
r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  a n d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a n y  p a v e m e n t
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d a m a g e d  o r  d u g  u p  b e  r e t u r n e d
t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  w i t h  n o  b u m p s  o r
r u t s .   S t r e e t  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p a v i n g
p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e s  t o
m a x i m i z e  a v a i l a b l e  r e v e n u e s  a n d
improvements.

T-I-42 F a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s a f e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e d e s t r i a n s ,
b i c y c l i s t s ,  a n d  v e h i c l e s .   A c t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d
e n h a n c e  s a f e t y  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  b i c y c l i s t s ,  a n d
vehicles include:

C P r o v i d e  f o r  b i k e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g s  o f
arterials.

C P r o v i d e  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  d e t e r  t r a f f i c
v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  e n s u r e  m o b i l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
c o n g e s t e d  a r e a s  d u r i n g  c o m m u t e  a n d  p e a k
recreational hours.

C A n a l y z e  p e d e s t r i a n ,  b i c y c l e ,  a n d  v e h i c l e
a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c o m m o n
l o c a t i o n s  a n d  c a u s e s  s o  a s  t o  p l a n  f o r
s e l e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g
s o l u t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  s i g n i n g ,  s p e e d  b u m p s ,  t r a f f i c
c i r c l e s ,  m e d i a n s )  i n  p r o b l e m  a r e a s  a n d  t o
i m p r o v e  b i c y c l e  r o u t i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c
circulation.
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C C o n t i n u e  a n d  e n h a n c e  p a r k i n g  c o n t r o l
e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e
enforcement and removal.

T-I-43 I d e n t i f y  s t r e e t s  a n d  h i g h w a y s ,  s u c h  a s
V a l l o m b r o s a  A v e n u e  a n d  e a s t  H i g h w a y  3 2 ,
t h a t  h a v e  s c e n i c  v a l u e  a n d / o r  p r o v i d e  v i e w
c o r r i d o r s  a n d  d e s e r v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  a d j a c e n t
development.

T-I-44 E x p l o r e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e x t e n d i n g  B r u c e
R o a d  n o r t h  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  H i g h w a y  9 9 / S k y w a y
interchange.

T-I-45 T o  m a i n t a i n  a d e q u a t e  L e v e l s  o f  S e r v i c e  a t
f r e e w a y  r a m p / c r o s s  a r t e r i a l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  C a l t r a n s .   T h e s e  a r e
i n t e n d e d  t o  r e f l e c t  a  c o m b i n e d  a p p r o a c h  o f
m a x i m i z i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  l o w - c o n s t r u c t i o n
c o s t  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  m o d i f y i n g  t r a v e l  p a t t e r n s ,
a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e
requirement for freeway operations.

C R e v i e w  i n t e r s e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m s  ( s i g n a l s ,
s i g n i n g ,  m a r k i n g )  a n d  c h e c k  f o r  a d h e r e n c e  t o
s t a n d a r d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r e v i e w  o f  a c c e s s
c o n t r o l  o p t i o n s  o n  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t  a p p r o a c h e s .
C l o s u r i n g  a n d / o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  m o v e m e n t s  a t
d r i v e w a y s ,  p r o v i d i n g  a l t e r n a t e  s i t e  a c c e s s
r o u t e s ,  a n d  p u r c h a s i n g  a c c e s s  r i g h t s  s h o u l d  b e
considered.

C E v a l u a t e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o p t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g
p e a k  p e r i o d  t u r n  p r o h i b i t i o n s  t o  i n c r e a s e
i n t e r s e c t i o n  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h  s i g n a l
timing along arterial streets.

C E v a l u a t e  i n t e r c h a n g e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  l a n e
l a y o u t s ,  p o s s i b l y  r e q u i r i n g  d e s i g n  e x c e p t i o n s ,
t o  a d d  m a n e u v e r  l a n e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e
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e s p e c i a l l y  h e a v y  m o v e m e n t s .   R e a s s e s s  r i g h t -
of-way availability.

C C o n d u c t  r e g u l a r  t r a f f i c  m o n i t o r i n g  s t u d i e s  o f
p e a k  p e r i o d  f r e e w a y  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  d e t e r m i n e
the  extent  to  which local  t raf f ic  uses  SR 99 as
a n  “ a r t e r i a l ”  r o a d w a y  f o r  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n
a d j a c e n t  o r  s e c o n d  i n t e r c h a n g e s ,  i n s t e a d  o f
u s i n g  s u r f a c e  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s .   E v a l u a t e
o p t i o n s  f o r  c h a n g e s  i n  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m s
t o  f a v o r  a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t  t r a v e l  f o r  s h o r t ,  l o c a l
trips.

C E v a l u a t e  e a c h  f r e e w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e  l o c a t i o n
f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a t  d i f f e r e n t
l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r  c h a n g i n g  L O S
s t a n d a r d  f o r  r a m p / a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

T-I-46 P u r s u e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  o f  f u n d i n g
f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e
i m p r o v e m e n t s  a l o n g  H i g h w a y  9 9  a n d  S t a t e
Route 32.

T h i s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  s t a t e  g r a n t s  f o r  t h e
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  s t r e e t s  a n d  h i g h w a y s  a s  w e l l  a s
c o n t i n u e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p e r s  t o
m a k e  l a n d s c a p e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f
development.

T-I-47 E x t e n d  t h e  M a s t e r  L a n d s c a p e  P l a n  f o r
H i g h w a y  9 9  w i t h i n  t h e  P l a n n i n g  A r e a  w h e r e
a d j a c e n t  l a n d  i s  u r b a n i z e d  o r  p r o p o s e d  f o r
urbanization.

T h e  M a s t e r  L a n d s c a p e  P l a n  i n  e f f e c t  t o d a y
p r i m a r i l y  a d d r e s s e s  p r o p e r t i e s  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  o f
E a s t  A v e n u e  t o  t h e  P l a n n i n g  A r e a  b o u n d a r y .   T h e
p l a n  c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  f o r  a  m o r e
c o n t i n u o u s  t r e a t m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  w i t h i n
the urbanized area.

T-I-48 E s t a b l i s h  p l a n t i n g  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  e x t e n d  t h e
s e n s e  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  a t  t h e
western gateways to the city.
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Figure 4-4: Entry to Chico from the West
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4.5 NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

C h i c o ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r i d  s y s t e m  a l l o w s  f o r  t h r o u g h
m o v e m e n t  a n d  g o o d  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  a n d  w i t h i n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .   S h o r t  b l o c k s  o f f e r  a  c h o i c e  o f  r o u t e s  a n d
e n a b l e  m o r e  d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n s .   W h i l e  C h i c o ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A v e n u e s  a n d  C h a p m a n t o w n ,  a r e
b a s e d  o n  a n  o r t h o g o n a l  g r i d ,  v a r i a t i o n s  c a n  a l s o  a l l o w  f o r
d i a g o n a l  a n d  c u r v i l i n e a r  s t r e e t s  a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e r  o r  s m a l l e r
b l o c k s  f o r  m a x i m u m  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  i m p r o v e d  c o n n e c t i v i t y .

M a n y  o f  t h e  n e w  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  ( w i t h
l o o p s  a n d  c u l  d e  s a c s )  p r o v i d e  q u i e t e r  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f o r
r e s i d e n t s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a r e  s o m e w h a t  i s o l a t e d  f r o m
o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  c a n  a l s o  c a u s e  a r e a s  w i t h i n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  b e  p o o r l y  c o n n e c t e d .   T h e s e  t y p e s  o f
d e s i g n s  p r o m o t e  c i r c u i t o u s  t r a v e l  a n d  r e s u l t  i n  t r a f f i c  b e i n g
d i s t r i b u t e d  a l o n g  f e w e r  s t r e e t s  w h e r e  h e a v y  t r a f f i c  w a l l s - i n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  s o u n d  w a l l s .   M o r e  d e s i r a b l e  i s
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  b a l a n c e s  s e n s e  o f  p r o x i m i t y  a n d  e a s e  o f
a c c e s s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  g r i d  s y s t e m s  w i t h  t h e  q u i e t e r ,  t r a f f i c -
free interior environments of the newer neighborhoods.  

In order to ensure that  street  layout in new development
i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c o n n e c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e
c o m f o r t  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d  b i c y c l i s t s  c o n s i s t e n t
with the Community Design Element, it is essential that: 

< N e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  b e  m o r e  " c o n n e c t e d "  t o  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g s  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  a c c e s s
p o i n t s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  a n d  b i c y c l e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o
the neighborhood network;

< B l o c k s  b e  s h o r t  t o  a l l o w  f o r  m o r e  d i r e c t
connections; 

< P e d e s t r i a n  a n d  b i c y c l e  r o u t e s  b e  f r o n t e d  b y
p o r c h e s ,  l i v i n g  a r e a s ,  a n d  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f
g a r a g e s ,  p a r k i n g ,  s t o r a g e  a r e a s ,  a n d  s o u n d  w a l l s ,  i n
o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  v i s u a l  i n t e r e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s e d
surveillance; and 
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< N e i g h b o r h o o d  s t r e e t s  r e m a i n  u n i m p a c t e d  b y
g r e a t e r  t r a f f i c  a n d  p a r k i n g  f r o m  a d j a c e n t
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  " o p e n i n g -
up" to the surroundings. 

Guiding Policy: Neighborhood Streets 

T-G-21 P r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n
a n d  w i t h i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f o r  b i c y c l e s ,
p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d ,  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,
automobiles.  
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Implementing Policies: Neighborhood Streets

T-I-49 R e v i e w  a n d ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  r e v i s e  t h e
Streetscape Master Plan.

T h e  S t r e e t s c a p e  M a s t e r  P l a n  s h o u l d  b e  b r o a d e n e d
to include consideration for the following:

C P r o v i s i o n s  f o r  b i k e  t r a i l s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
routes

C Guidelines for treatment of the street edge

C E n c o u r a g e  p a r k w a y  s t r i p s  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e
t r e a t m e n t s  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r  w a t e r  d e t e n t i o n
(irrigation and drainage)

C G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  p a r k i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g s  a d j a c e n t
to streets

T-I-50 Provide for greater street connectivity by: 

C L i m i t i n g  t h e  m a x i m u m  b l o c k  s i z e  i n  n e w
d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  5 0 0  f e e t  o n  a l l  s i d e s ,  w h e r e
feasible;  

C I n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n  s u b d i v i s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  n u m b e r  o f
a c c e s s  p o i n t s  t o  e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  o r  c o l l e c t o r
s t r e e t s  f o r  e a c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( e . g .  a t  l e a s t  t w o
a c c e s s  p o i n t s  f o r  e v e r y  1 0  a c r e s  o f
development); 

C E n c o u r a g i n g ,  t h r o u g h  i n c e n t i v e s ,  p a r k i n g  t o
b e  l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  b u i l d i n g s ,  n o t  b e t w e e n
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  s t r e e t
d e s i g n s  i n c o r p o r a t e  a d e q u a t e  o n - s t r e e t
parking; 

C R e d u c i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  d e v o t e d
t o  p a r k i n g  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  s h a r e d  p a r k i n g  a n d
e x a m i n i n g  r e d u c t i o n  o f  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s
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t h a t  a p p l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  u s e s  f o r  m i x e d - u s e
developments; 

C E n c o u r a g e  p r o j e c t  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  l i m i t  t h e
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  l o o p  s t r e e t s  a n d  c u l  d e  s a c s  a n d
e n s u r e  t h a t  b i c y c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f r o m  s u c h  s t r e e t s ;
and 

C P r o v i d i n g  f o r  f u t u r e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e
u n d e v e l o p e d  e d g e  a n d  w h e r e  c o n n e c t i o n  t o
existing urban development is poor. 

T-I-51 D i s c o u r a g e  s p e e d i n g  a n d  " c u t - t h r o u g h "  t r a f f i c
o n  l o c a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s t r e e t s  b y  i n s t a l l i n g
a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s ,  s u c h  a s
bulbing  and narrower street widths.

T-I-52 D i s c o u r a g e  p a r k i n g  i n t r u s i o n  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a s  b y
a d o p t i n g  p a r k i n g  c o n t r o l  s t r a t e g i e s  s u c h  a s
r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s i g n s ,  o r  p e r m i t  s y s t e m s ,  w h e r e
appropriate.  

4.6 PARKING

It is important to balance the need for enough parking to
s u s t a i n  e x i s t i n g  a c t i v i t y  a n d  a t t r a c t  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h
t r a n s i t  n e e d s  a n d  t h e  C i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  o t h e r
p u b l i c  n e e d s .   P a r k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t  l a n d  u s e  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  p a t t e r n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a v e l  b e h a v i o r .   T h e
p l a c e m e n t  a n d  t y p e  o f  p a r k i n g  m u s t  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  n e e d s
o f  b u s i n e s s e s  ( w h o  v i e w  p a r k i n g  a s  a  m a r k e t i n g  t o o l ) ,
p e d e s t r i a n s  ( w h o  c a n  v i e w  p a r k i n g  a s  a  b a r r i e r  w h e n  p a r k i n g
b l o c k s  w a l k i n g  p a t h s ) ,  m o t o r i s t s  ( w h o  w a n t  t o  p a r k  a s  c l o s e
t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ) ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  ( w h o  d e s i r e
both on-street and off-street parking).

Guiding Policies: Parking
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T-G-22 E x p a n d  p u b l i c  p a r k i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e
D o w n t o w n  a r e a  t o  a l l e v i a t e  e x i s t i n g  a n d
future shortages.  

T-G-23 R e q u i r e  a l l  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e
D o w n t o w n  a r e a  t o  p r o v i d e  o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g ,
b u t  l i m i t  p a r k i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o t h e r
p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P l a n  r e l a t e d  t o
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a i r  q u a l i t y ,  r e s o u r c e
c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n .   O f f -
s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  n e e d s  c a n
o f f s e t  g a i n s  i n  p e d e s t r i a n  a n d  b i c y c l e
a m e n i t i e s  a n d  l a n d s c a p i n g  i n  c o n s t r a i n e d
l o c a t i o n s .   T h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  w o u l d  a p p l y  t o
n e i g h b o r h o o d  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  m i x e d  u s e
d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h e r e  p a r k i n g  c o u l d  b e
p r o v i d e d  o n - s t r e e t  a n d  b e h i n d  b u i l d i n g s  o f f -
street.

See also Chapter 2: Community Design policy CD-G-64 and Chapter 3: Land
Use policy LU-I-25, on mixed-use neighborhood cores and commercial areas.

T-G-24 C o o r d i n a t e  p a r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  r o a d w a y  a n d
t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  c i r c u l a t i o n
facilities.
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Implementing Policies: Parking

T-I-53 E s t a b l i s h  p a r k i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t o  s u p p o r t  t r i p
reduction goals by:

C A l l o w i n g  p a r k i n g  r e d u c t i o n s  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t
h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t r i p  r e d u c t i o n
m e t h o d s ,  s u c h  a s  p a i d  p a r k i n g ,  a n d  f o r  m i x e d -
use developments; and

C R e q u i r i n g  p r o j e c t s  l a r g e r  t h a n  2 5  e m p l o y e e s
t o  p r o v i d e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  p a r k i n g  f o r  c a r p o o l s
and vanpools. 

T-I-54 W o r k  w i t h  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  t o  i m p r o v e
p a r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  u n d e r - s e r v e d
commercial areas.

T-I-55 C o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g   p a r k i n g  f e e  s c h e d u l e s
t h a t  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  p a r k i n g  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s ,
s h o p p i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s
o v e r  p a r k i n g  f o r  l o n g e r  d u r a t i o n  c o m m u t e
trips.

T-I-56 A m e n d  t h e  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e  t o  i n c l u d e
m i n i m u m  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b a s e d  o n
p r o x i m i t y  t o  t r a n s i t  s t a t i o n s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
i n t e n s i t y .   T h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  s h o u l d  b e
e x a m i n e d  a s  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  c h a n g e s .   P a r k i n g
a b o v e  a  m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d
o n l y  i f  a d d i t i o n a l  a m e n i t i e s  f o r  b i c y c l i s t s ,
p e d e s t r i a n s ,  t r a n s i t  a n d / o r  l a n d s c a p i n g  a r e
provided.

T-I-57 I n v e s t i g a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s h a r e d  p a r k i n g
f a c i l i t i e s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e
number of new parking stalls required.

T-I-58 L o c a t e  p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  a c c e p t a b l e
w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e y  a r e
e x p e c t e d  t o  s e r v e .   W a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e s  s h o u l d
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n o t  e x c e e d  5 0 0  f e e t  f o r  s h o r t - t e r m  p a r k i n g  a n d
1,000 feet for long-term parking.

T-I-59 E n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  p a r k i n g  w i t h
other land uses on the same site.
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4.7 GOODS MOVEMENT

P r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  t r u c k s  w i l l  h e l p
a c h i e v e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  P l a n  b y
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s  a n d
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  c o n s u m e r  p r o d u c t s .   D e s i g n a t e d  t r u c k  r o u t e s
a r e  d e p i c t e d  o n  F i g u r e  4 - 5 .   T h e s e  r o u t e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s i g n e d
i n  t h e  C i t y  a n d  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  C a l t r a n s '  s t a n d a r d s .   F u t u r e
t r u c k  r o u t e s  w o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  s o u t h e r l y  e x t e n s i o n  o f
W a l n u t  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  E a t o n  R o a d  w h e n  t h e y
a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d .   T h e  r o u t e s  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  4 - 5  s e r v e  a s
p r i m a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  t r u c k  m o v e m e n t s  e n t e r i n g  a n d  l e a v i n g
t h e  C i t y .   T r u c k s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  u s e  a n y  s t r e e t  t o  g e t  t o  a n d
from specific delivery locations.

Guiding Policy: Goods Movement

T-G-25 P r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d  o f f - s t r e e t
p a r k i n g  a n d  l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r u c k s  a n d
facilitate intermodal goods delivery.

Implementing Policies: Goods Movement

See also Airport signage policy in Section 4.8.

T-I-60 I n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  B u t t e  C o u n t y  a n d
C a l t r a n s ,  d e s i g n a t e  a n d  p r o v i d e  s i g n e d  t r u c k
r o u t e s ,  e n s u r e  t h a t  a d e q u a t e  p a v e m e n t  d e p t h ,
l a n e  w i d t h s ,  b r i d g e  c a p a c i t i e s ,  l o a d i n g  a r e a s ,
a n d  t u r n  r a d i i  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  o n  t h e  d e s i g -
n a t e d  t r u c k  r o u t e s ,  a n d  p r o h i b i t  c o m m e r c i a l
t r u c k s  f r o m  n o n - t r u c k  r o u t e s  e x c e p t  f o r  d e -
liveries.  

T-I-61 M a i n t a i n  d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l
s t r e e t s  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e  h e a v i e r  l o a d s
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t r u c k  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  l a r g e r
turning radii to facilitate truck movements.
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T-I-62 C o n t i n u e  t o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  t r u c k  a c c e s s  t o
off-street loading areas in commercial areas.

T-I-63 C o n s u l t  w i t h  f r e i g h t  f o r w a r d e r s  a n d  t r u c k i n g
s e r v i c e s  o n  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e
intermodal goods movement.
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Planes line parking apron at 
Chico Municipal Airport

4.8 AIRPORTS

The  Ch ico  Mun ic ipa l  A i rpo r t  i s  a  va luab l e  r e sou rce  fo r
b u s i n e s s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a i r  t r a v e l .   T h e  R a n c h e r o  A i r p o r t  i s
a  p r i v a t e  a i r p o r t  u s e d  f o r  s m a l l ,  g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n  f l i g h t s .
L a n d  u s e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  A i r p o r t  e n v i r o n s  a r e  i n  S e c t i o n  3 . 8
o f  t h e  L a n d  U s e  E l e m e n t ,  a n d  n o i s e  c o n t o u r s  f o r  a i r p o r t s  a r e
shown in the Noise Element.

Guiding Policy: Airport

T-G-26 M a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  C h i c o  M u n i c i p a l
A i r p o r t  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n
a n d  f o r  s p e c i a l  a v i a t i o n  n e e d s ,  i n c l u d i n g
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p r o p e l l e r ,  t u r b o ,  m o t o r c r a f t  a n d
jet aircraft.

Implementing Policies: Airport

T-I-64 P e r i o d i c a l l y  u p d a t e  t h e  C h i c o  M u n i c i p a l
A i r p o r t  E n v i r o n s  P l a n  a n d  m o n i t o r  a v i a t i o n
activity and aviation needs.

T-I-65 E n s u r e  t h a t  c o m p a t i b l e  l a n d  u s e  p o l i c i e s  a r e
followed in areas adjacent to the airport.

T-I-66 W o r k  w i t h  C a l t r a n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s i g n a g e  t o
d i r e c t  m o t o r i s t s  a n d  t r u c k e r s  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l
Airport from Highway 99.
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4.9 RAILROADS

T h e  C i t y  o f  C h i c o  i s  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m p a n y  a n d  A m t r a k .   E x i s t i n g  t r a c k
p r o v i d e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f
r a i l  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e s .   T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e
i n c r e a s e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r a i l  s t a t i o n  o r  e x p l o r i n g
o p t i o n s  f o r  m i n i m i z i n g  r a i l / v e h i c l e / b i c y c l e / p e d e s t r i a n
c o n f l i c t s .   C u r r e n t l y  A m t r a k  s e r v e s  t h e  C i t y  o f  C h i c o  o n c e  a
d a y .   T h e  C o a s t  S t a r l i g h t  s t o p s  i n  C h i c o  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  L o s
A n g e l e s  t o  S e a t t l e  r u n .   T h e  n o r t h b o u n d  t r a i n  a r r i v e s  i n
C h i c o  a t  1 : 4 3  a . m .  a n d  t h e  s o u t h b o u n d  t r a i n  a r r i v e s  a t  3 : 0 1
a . m .  d a i l y .   I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  g r a d e  s e p a r a t i o n  a t  S e c o n d
S t r e e t  a n d  E a s t  A v e n u e  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  n e a r
future.

Guiding Policy: Railroads

T-G-27 E x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  r a i l
p a s s e n g e r  a n d  i n t e r - c i t y  b u s  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e s
whenever possible.

Implementing Policies: Railroad

T-I-67 C o n t i n u e  t h e  o n g o i n g  p r o g r a m  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e
c o n d i t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  r a i l r o a d
c r o s s i n g s  b y  u p g r a d i n g  s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d
providing adequate signs and signals.

T-I-68 E x p l o r e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  h a v i n g  g r a d e -
s e p a r a t e d  c r o s s i n g s  b a s e d  o n  s t a t e  c r i t e r i a  a n d
funding availability at: 

C Sta te  Route  32  a t  8 th /9 th  s t r ee t s  ( th i s  p ro jec t
i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  R e g i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Plan); 

C Second Street east of Walnut Street; 

C 8th Avenue east of State Route 32; and
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C East Avenue.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  G r a d e  S e p a r a t i o n  F u n d ,
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,
wil l  pay up to 80 percent  of  project  costs ,  up to $5
m i l l i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e e d
f o r  a n o t h e r  g r a d e  s e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i n  w h i c h
c a s e  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  m a y  r e c e i v e  u p  t o  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n
over a four-year period.

T-I-69 E s t a b l i s h  a  p r o g r a m  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  f i n a n c i n g  o f
n e e d e d  r a i l r o a d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b y  p r o v i d i n g
a s s i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h  m e c h a n i s m s  s u c h  a s
a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t s  o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n c y
financing.

T-I-70 C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  a r e
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  a n d
e x p a n d i n g  r a i l  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n s
to Redding and Sacramento.

T-I-71 E x p l o r e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e x t e n d i n g  r a i l
service to new industrial areas.

The Community Design Element addresses the need to improve visual and
physical connections to the Rail Depot (Policy CD-G-27).

4.10 INTER-CITY BUS TRANSPORTATION

I n t e r - c i t y  b u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  B u t t e
C o u n t y  T r a n s i t ,  G r e y h o u n d ,  a n d  A m t r a k .   B u t t e  C o u n t y
T r a n s i t  i s  a  f i x e d  r o u t e  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  a n d  p r o v i d e s
c o n n e c t i o n s  f r o m  C h i c o  t o  o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  C o u n t y .
G r e y h o u n d  o f f e r s  b u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d a i l y  t o  d e s t i n a t i o n s
o u t s i d e  o f  C h i c o  a s  d o e s  A m t r a k .   F u t u r e  d e m a n d  f o r  i n t e r -
c i t y  s e r v i c e s  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e .   C h i c o  s h o u l d
m o n i t o r  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  i n t e r - c i t y  s e r v i c e  a n d  w o r k  t o
increase it where appropriate and feasible.

Guiding Policies: Inter-city Bus Transportation
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T-G-28 W o r k  w i t h  p r o v i d e r s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e
i n t e r - c i t y  b u s  c o n n e c t i o n s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r
service.

T-G-29 C o n t i n u e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  i n t e r - c i t y  t r a n s i t
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  C h i c o
Area Transit System services.

Implementing Policies: Inter-city Bus Transportation

T-I-72 I n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  B u t t e  C o u n t y  T r a n s i t ,
G r e y h o u n d ,  a n d  A m t r a k ,  m o n i t o r  d e m a n d  f o r
i n t e r - c i t y  b u s  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  a n d  i n c r e a s e
service as demand warrants.

T-I-73 M a i n t a i n  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  o f f - s t r e e t  b u s
f a c i l i t y  f o r  i n t e r - c i t y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u n t i l
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a i l  D e p o t  i s  p r a c t i c a l
in the future.


