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Introduction

Goals — A brief preview to:

Provide trail users with background
Info.

Preview: upcoming planning efforts.

Gather Input on the Best Ways Parks
Al CORMECE Wit ClitiZERS:

Provide inieren ey te) stay/ Invelved:
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Today’s Meeting

. Introduction

II. Role of BPPC, Staff, Committees, &
the Public

I11. Past Planning and Implementation
Efforts, and Documents

V. Interim Adaptive Wet Weather Plan
V. Next Steps

V1. Questions and Answers
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Bidwell Park Trail Manual & MMP Trall

Plan

THE GUIDE to Upper Park trail work is the Bidwell
Park Trails Manual, (initially adopted in 1999;
has been updated several times and most
recently in 2006). Provides In-depth guidelines
for planning trail’ prejects, repairs &
maintenance.

Thedirans Plan (BPMIVIP:S
AppPeEndIX E) provicdes an
IRIt2l- examplewith
eRJectves lok the: trail
system.
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TRAIL FOCUS 2008 — 2009

¢ BPPC made repair and maintenance ofi the Middle
Trail a focus of trail work (the main jumping off
point to many other Upper Park trails).

¢ Prier te each trail seasen (twoe ten-Week seasemns
for crews and velunteers e Werk), Staiif: prepares
and BPPC reviews and appreves Work programs.

¢ Bulldiinternal capacity, off Par stailil: onl trails:
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2008 Middle Park Trall Conditions &

Middle Trail intersection
north of parking lot E

Finished drainage lens that

allows water to pass under the
RParkalalikETirails trail.




2008 Middle Trail Repairs (cont.)

SITE 11 AFTER WORK TRAIL OUTSLOPING
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S5 STRAIL DAYS!

salihe puldlicaisivwelcome to, participate in
seiedwied trail.work days.
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Middle Trail Rehabilitation Project
Fall 2010 start

Funding: $175,800, CA Department of Parks
and Recreation (grant submitted 2009)).

Goals include:

¢ Rehabilitate portions of the Trail (6,040 feet) to
make It moere sustainable (repair eresion-

damage) and trail user friendly.

¢ Install interpretive signsy at Hoerseshoee Lake trall
nead.

o Renabilitate andiupgracde: 710 eet off existing tkaul
(InFVilddierPar)rtier add ter the currently/ existing
accessipler trall (685 lieets; total 15,895 eel)):
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Interim (Adaptive) Wet Weather
Management Plan

Chico Environmental Science and Planning (October, 2009)




¢ Upper Park has miles off multi-use trails, that can
e very vulnerable durng Wet conditions.

¢ Users canl damage and degrade: trailsiwhen Wet.
Bicycle and eguestian Use on Wet tialls can
cause ruts, widening and soil displacement.

9 10 protect reseurces and tialls; Parks Woeuldi clese
the trans: " Prer tor the: currenit plan;, Rangers
Woeuldicenauctantpiermalfevalbatien:
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Wet Weather Plan Objectives

¢ Use an adaptive policy to manage wet weather
use (Middle and Upper Park trails, and the Hwy
32 Disc Golf site).

¢ Use objective methodoelogy based om measurable
data.

¢ [ransparent te the public.

¢ Irall andl course status accessible te the pullic.

Overalllgeal: create and maimtain a well-functioning
tralll system WhICh accemmoedates a variety, of
USErs Whlle previdingl an enjeyable and saife
experience that minimizes adverse Impacts toe
Sensitive reseurces within the: Park:.
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Trail Sign Locations

Esisting Trails of Uppar Bidwell Park

P ey e

e [V TR PEST A
| Pk Bicasmcdary {pmssns iocation, 1ot b on gl vy
Py
& Swirwming Arma
A Erepeacy Mow
W s | g P

- o o = o

free
LT
T

- TRAIL SIGNS
- DISC GOLF SIGNS




City of Chico Website

& http://\Wwaww. chico.ca.us/Generall Services De

- partnent/Pare Division/Bidwel]l parcasg

Bichwell Park

Bidwell Park Trail/Road/Disc
. . Golf Closure Hotline:
Solid Waste and Recycling > c - : o (530) 896 7899
55 ; 1 Interim (Adaptive) Wet Weather
= Management Plan
Parks & Street Trees & - : .= x Fress Release Wet Weather &
A - : Trails 1002510

Bidwell Park was establisfhied July 20, = MiddlesUpper Park Trails:
1905 through the donation by Annie CLOSED

Gate CleIuILIEE Bidwell of approximately 2,500 acres of Upper Park Road: The Upper
Yolunteer Program land to the City of Chico. Since that time, Park gate at parking lot E is closed on
Volunteer Calendar the City fras purchased additional land, Sundays and Mondays.

Donations & Memorials such as Cedar Grove in 1922, and 1,200 CLOSED

General Sernvices Home

Operations & Maintenance

Bidwell Park
Park Reservations

Strest Trees acres of land south of Big Chico Creek in Gate at the Diversion Dam
Lpper Park in 1995, Today, the total Park (near parking lot L)
size js 3,670 acres fnearly 11 miles in CLOSED FORWINTER

Park Division Documents

Contact Us fengith), making it one of the largest Wildwood Park Ball Fields:

municipal parks in the United States. CLOSED FOR SEEDING

umntil 020172011
Bidwell Park is "divided" by Manzanita Avenue. The H 37 Disc Golf Site:

area west of Manzanita Avenue is referred to as Lower

sHotline: 530-896- 7899
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Adaptive Closure Policy

Trail Status

CHICO (CHI) Open

[ate FPT NG  RAIN

INCHES INCHES
om0 011 280 Precipitation Event

1043172010 0oy 2

California Department of Water Check and Empty
Resources Rain Gauges
Precipitation amount for 24 hr period Upper Park
& Disc Golf Course

.

Less .25" Rain

¥

Footprints
Visible
Close Trails |

No Footprints

Visible
| Trails Remain Open




Adaptive Opening Policy.

Wednesday Wednesday
Night

0% 40%
Chance Chance
Showers Showers
Hi a3 °F Lo 43 °F

Check and
Empty Rain
Gauges

Trail Status
Closed

iBefore |1 AM)

Precipitation Event
=% Wait 24 hrs after conclusion of event to
d.ﬂ an assessment

Check NWS Rain Prediction |

69 % or Less
Do a Field Assessment
Horseshoe Lake & Disc Golf Course

70 % or Higher
Trails Stay Closed

& or more soil
moisture readings
are less than 8 units

3 or more soil
moisiure readings
| are 8 units or higher

Footprint
Visible

Trails/Disc Golf Course Remains
Closed

Open Trails/Disc Golf Course



Monthly Summary of Closures

2009-2010

Table 1. Monthly Summary of Chico Weather Data and Trail Closures.

Month Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Trend Total
inlin«in
In Month 31 30 31 30 28 31 30 31 242
] T
With PPT 4 5 13 21 14 8 11 7 83
u
,;?u" -IlIIIl
0 | With Rainfall > 0.25 in 1 3 4 9 7 3 8 2 37
-uillanm
UP Trails Closed 8 11 21 31 28 14 22 4 139
memil I L 1] |
Hwy 32/DG Trails Closed 8 11 18 31 25 13 21 4 131
. o HIT1
Ave_ Daily Temp. (°F) 61 52 43 47 51 53 oD 61 a3
- -
Average Daily CDD (°F) 20 02 0.0 0.0 00 0.3 0.7 27 0.74
L _ -eulln.n
Ave_ Daily Rainfall (in.) 005 004 015 031 017 006 017 004 0.12

Ave. = Average. CDD = Cooling Degree Day for 60 °F (average temp — 60). PPT = precipitation. Temp. = Temperature. UP = Upper and Middle Park
Trails. Hwy 32/DG = Highway 32 trailhead and disc golf course area.
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Daily Precipitation vs Trail Closing
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Figure 3. Graph of Trail Closures Versus Daily Rainfall Amounts.

Average Daily Temperature vs Trail Closing
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Figure 4. Graph of Trail Closure versus Average Daily Temperature.




Oct. 2009 - May 2010
Findings

¢ Precipitation fell approx. 83 out ofi 242
days, tetaling, 29 Inches.

9 Approx. 145 assesSments, Were
conducted.

¢ Viddle/Upper Parklirallss Closed 159
eUits eI 242 days (57%0)

o HwWy/ S22 DIse Golff Site- Clesed! 151 eui
P 242 02y s (54%06)
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Future Wet-Weather Policy.

Directions

¢ lransform Interim (Adaptive) Wet-
Weather Management Plan; into a Policy
and update protocol.

¢ Construct all weather trails.
o Maintain, upgrade or re-route trails In

pPreklen areas.
¢ Consider seasonal closure of areas.
¢ Additional outreach and education.

PUklic SUppert and compliance Is
clillicalilor preserVving and protecting
BicwellFPard
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BPMMP Priorities for Implementation

Based on public input and Trail Plan:
Maintain existing trails.
Discourage off-trail use.

Maintain, upgrade or re-route trails in knewn
problem areas (Monkey Eace, Jeep Iirail, North
Rima Tiraill, B lirail;, andl Bleedy: Pinr irail).

Address unofficial trails for either closure, or
repair and estanlishiment: asy an efficial tirail:

Constrlct prepesed tralls that previde
CORNECLIGNS, 1O Key areas not accessible neyvw and
to) alleviate: safety CONCErnS.
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Upcoming Efforts to Implement
BPMMP

2010-2011 BPMMP: Priorities:

¢ Update Natural Resource Management
Plan (INRMPE)-

& Create an Inventery, of park infrastructure

» Update dirais Plan and Vaaual
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Natural Resource Management
Plan (NRMP).

¢ Determine management units and
needs.

¢ Develop an invasive plant list.

¢ Describhe natural communities.

¢ Revise the fire managemeni plan.
¢ Develop a moenitering plan:

9 lcenuihy/ dateargaes:
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Inventory of Park Infrastructure

¢ Create an inventory, include
description, features, year
constructed, estimated lifecycle,
replacement estimates, ete.

¢ Develop Infiermatieon needs anad
[dentiiy/ features, that will ve
recorded.

¢ Collect GPS locations of features.
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Trails Plan and Manual

¢ Guide for maintenance, Improvement,
construction, and closure.

¢ Revise the Trails Manual (Z006).

¢ Inventory trails, signs, and collect
additional 1nfo.

¢ liriage needs.
¢ ldenitiiy, envirenmentall ISsSUes.

¢ Develop concepts for a thaill system
(developing or clesing  trails; ete):

9 HoeST WeRKSHOPS 10 SEEk PUlIC IRPUE en
Key ISSUES.
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Next Steps

¢ Information coellection (trails inventory,
solls, gradient, etc.)

¢ Development of funding and velunteer
trail day/s

¢ \Work en BEMNMP implementation prierties.
Edlcation and @uitreach:

¢ limeline: lnitate many. off these: tasks In
2011
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How you can help?

¢ Stay Informed on BPPC meetings and
Natural Resource Committees

— REGRE /AWM CRICE: Ca. S/ geVernmenit/imi
AULES agEnEas. as,

— SUPSCHIE ai PAKINIC(@CIEChRICOrCANUS

9 Participate IR upcoming planning
efferts

9 VoelURteer epportunities anad
olejplzitio)pls
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Input and O & A

¢ SUggestions on providing eutreach
and education toe traill Users.

¢ ldeas on preventing conflicts.

¢ Questions abouit the overall
pPrEgEm?

¢ One on one with Park:s Staiil te) collect
guestions eriRplEen uaIs:
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