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                    2009 CRIME REPORT FOR THE CITY OF CHICO               
CHICO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 
Attached are charts and maps that show the raw & analyzed numbers, and geographic distribution of Part I 
Crimes for 2009 as compared to the previous nine years.  This is an increase in the time span used in previous 
annual reports and is intended to simply provide a longer history of our crime statistics.  As an added level of 
analysis, the 1st halves of each year values are shown.  These numbers reflect reported crimes only, and are 
therefore dependent on the public’s willingness to notify our department and/or file a report.  Homicide, Rape, 
Robbery, and Assault comprise “Crimes Against Persons”.  Burglary, Larceny, and Auto Thefts comprise 
“Crimes Against Property”.  Also included is a map of alcohol related crimes.   Homicides are not included in 
some discussions below as the numbers are too low to allow reasonable % calculations.  Please refer to the raw 
numbers for homicide comparisons. 
 
During the calendar year 2009 we experienced an 11% drop in total Part I Crimes as compared to 2008.  In fact, 
our total Part I Crimes are the lowest we have seen since 2001 (Charts 1 & 2).  When analyzed on a per 
population basis, the 2009 crime rate was lower in than the earliest year (1999) of our Part I Crimes analyses 
(Charts 3 & 4).  When compared to national crime rates (2008 is the latest available data), Chico’s total Part I 
Crimes remained below the nation in 2008 and is very likely to be significantly below the nation for 2009.  This 
decrease is due to the overall decrease (13%) in Crimes Against Property (Charts 9 & 10).  We experienced a 
slight increase (3%) in Crimes Against Persons (also referred to a “Violent Crimes”, Charts 5 & 6), but the total 
number of these incidents is far outweighed by the total number of Crimes Against Property.  On a per 
population basis, the relative changes are very similar (Charts 7, 8, 11, & 12). 
 
Upon viewing the “Part I Crimes By Year & Type” (Charts 13 & 14), one can see changes in each crime 
category over the ten year period.  Our level of homicides remains low, even when compared to the national 
statistics (Per Population analysis, Chart 15).  Rapes increased 37% from 2008, but still remained well below 
our peak seen in 2006.  Robberies also increased (27%) and set a new record for Chico at 128 total.  Many of 
these occurred on the west side of town and several comprised the “Bike Path” area incidents.  Comparing 
these data to national statistics, one can observe that in all previous years Chico remained below the national 
average, but in 2009 we may come close to equaling the national number, which is not yet available.  
Aggravated Assaults continued to decline, dropping by 12%.   
 
As stated above, the overall decrease in “Property Crimes” is primarily responsible for the overall decrease in 
Total Part I Crimes.  Within this group, the significant decreases in Larcenies (13%) and Burglaries (18%) are 
the specific crimes accounting for this decrease.  Auto Thefts rose by 10% in 2009, but still remain well below 
our peak period of 2002 to 2005. 
 
Focusing on the breakdown of crime types for just 2009 (Charts 17 & 18), the largest portion of our crime “pie” is 
still Crimes Against Property, and specifically Larceny.  2008 numbers for Burglary & Auto Theft, and Larceny 
made up approximately 88% of our reported crimes but in 2009 this number decreased slightly to roughly 87%.  
Chart 19 shows the ratio of “Crimes Against Persons” to the Total Part I Crimes value.  It is clear from this chart 
that we experienced a pronounced, albeit relative, peak in Crimes Against Persons in the year 2007, a decrease 
in 2008, and then in 2009 an increase to a level of “Violent Crimes” ranking the third highest in the ten year 
period. 
 
Geographically, and except for burglaries and larcenies, the ongoing propensity for most crimes to cluster in the 
areas with a high student population is still present (Maps 1-12).  These cluster areas are informally known as 
the “South Campus” (including the downtown area) and “North Campus” areas.  Excluding Homicide which is 
statistically not relevant, most crime types still show a relatively higher density in these areas as compared to 
the remaining area of Chico.  There is a noticeable difference with respect to Robberies.  The clusters show a 
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more westerly location, closer to the railroad tracks and Hwy 32 (Nord Ave & Walnut St).  This is in part due to 
the high number of robberies along the bike path paralleling the railroad tracks, and along Hwy 32.  I have also 
included a map of all alcohol-related arrests/citations in Chico during 2008.  This map shows the continued 
concentration of alcohol related incidents as in previous years in the “South Campus” and downtown areas.   A 
comparison of the 2009 Alcohol Related Arrests Map and the 2009 Assaults Map still shows a moderately close 
geographic relationship.  When viewing the Alcohol Related Arrests map, please note that many of the arrests in 
areas of high concentration are obscured by other arrests at or near the same location.  In other words, some 
dots are hiding other dots underneath. 
 
In summary, Chico experienced a decrease in Total Part I Crimes during 2009, due primarily to the decrease in 
Crimes Against Property.  The light increase in violent crimes (Crimes Against Persons) was more than offset by 
the decrease in property crimes.  The decrease was primarily due to increases in Larceny and Burglary.  On a 
per population basis the numbers show a similar decrease.  The geographic distribution of Part I Crimes 
continues, as in previous years, to be mostly concentrated in the areas closer to the university and downtown. 
 
 
 
 
Robert Woodward 
Crime Analyst 
Chico Police Department 
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Chart 3 - Total Part I Crimes Per Population By Year
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Chart 5 ‐ Part I Crimes Against Persons By Year with 6 Month Totals
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Chart 7 - Part I Crimes Against Persons Per Population By Year
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Chart 8 - %Change Part I Crimes Against Persons Per Population By Year
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Chart 9 ‐ Part I Crimes Against Property By Year with 6 Month Totals
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Chart 11 - Part I Crimes Against Property Per Population By Year
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Chart 13 ‐ Part I Crimes By Year & Type
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Chart 14 ‐ Part I Crimes By Year & Type
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Chart 15 - Part I Crimes Per Population By Year & Type
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Chart 16 ‐ Part I Crimes Per Population By Year & Type
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